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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

OFFICE  OF  THE  ADJUTANT  GENERAL 
WASHINGTON,  D.C.  20SI0 


IN  REPLY  REFER  TO 

AGAM- P  (M)  (3  Sep  68)  FOR  OT  RD  68X069  6  September  1968 

SUBJECT;  Combat  After  Action  Report  -  Op  TOAN  THANG,  1st  Australian 
Task  Force,  Period  21  April  -  7  June  1968  (U) 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1.  Subject  report  Is  forwarded  as  Inclosure  for  review  and  evaluation 
In  accordance  with  paragraph  5b,  AR  525-15 

2.  Information  contained  In  this  report  Is  provided  to  Insure  that  the 

Army  realizes  current  benefits  from  lessons  learned  during  recent  opera--^^ 
tlons.  p 


I. 


3.  To  Insure  that  the  Information  provided  through  the  Lessons  Learned 
Program  Is  readily  available  on  a  continuous  basis,  a  cumulative  Lessons 
Learned  Index  containing  alphabetical  listings  of  Items  appearing  In  the 
reports  Is  compiled  and  distributed  periodically.  Recipients  of  the 
attached  report  are  encouraged  to  recommend  Items  from  It  for  inclusion 
In  the  Index  by  completing  and  returning  the  self-addressed  form  provided 
at  the  end  of  this  report. 
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BY  ORDER  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  ARMY: 


1  Incl 
as 


KENNETH  G. 


DISTRIBUTION: 

Commanding  Generals 

US  Continental  Army  Command 
US  Army  Combat  Developments  Command 
Commandants 

US  Army  War  College 

US  Army  Command  and  General  Staff  College 
US  Army  Air  Defense  School 
US  Army  Armor  School 
US  Army  Artillery  and  Missile  School 
US  Army  Aviation  School 
US  Army  Engineer  School 
US  Army  Infantry  School 
US  Army  Missile  and  Munitions  School 


WICKHAM 
Major  General,  USA 
The  Adjutant  General 


OCT  .  0  1958 
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US  Army  Special  Warfare  School 
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Copies  furnished: 

Office,  Chief  of  Staff,  US  Army 

Deputy  Chiefs  of  Staff 

Chief  of  Engineers 

Chief  of  Research  and  Development 

Assistant  Chiefs  of  Staff 

Research  Analysis  Corporation 

OSD(SA),  Assistant  for  Southeast  Asia  Forces 

Defense  Documentation  Center 

Security  Officer,  Hudson  Institute 

Project  Manager,  Naval  Inshore  Warfare  Project  Office 

Senior  Army  Representative,  Education  Center,  Marine  Corps  Development  & 
Education  Command 
Joint  Action  Control  Office 
Commanding  Generals 

US  Army  Southern  Command 

II  FFORCEV,  Attn:  1st  Australian  Task  Force 
Commanding  Officers 

US  Army  Limited  War  Laboratory 

US  Army  Logistics,  Doctrine  Systems  &  Readiness  Agency 
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OBPIRTMENT  of  THS  ARMF  - 
HEADQUARTERS,  II  FIELD  FORCE  VBJTNAM 
APO  San  Francisco  96266 

IVFBC-HE-H  2  1  ^950 

SUBJECT!  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Haport 


Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Dovelepoent 
Department  of  the  Amor 
Washington,  D.  C.  203IO 


1*  Subject  report  is  forwarded* 

2.  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  attached  After  Action  Report  of 
the  1st  Australian  Task  Faroe,  Operation  Toan  Thang  fbaso  I  and  concurs 
with  it* 

FOR  THE  COKMr.NDERt 

0.  ^ 

ILT,  AGC 
Asst  AG 


DOWNGIADID  sT  3  YEAR  INTERVALS; 
DEClASSinED  AFTER  12  YEARS. 
MO  DIR  5200.10 


CONFIDE- 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AygmiiTAw  wiiTTART  rmcB 

task  wwt  iiiaM 

SUBJECT:  Combat  Operatlona  Aftar  Aotioa  Report 

TO:  Cwanrtlng  General  .  / 

II  Field  Force  Vietnam 
ATTN:  AC  of  S.  03. 

COHES  TO:  HQ  AFV  (7) 

HQ  NZ  Force  Vietnam  (2) 

HQ  '1  AL^ 

HQ  '6  Taak  Foroe  (3) 

HQ  10  Task  Force  (3) 

Internal  (15) 

MAPS:  VIETNAM  Series  LTOU*  Sheet  6430  HI  and  IV  (1  i  50,000). 

VIETNAM  Scrlea  l607,  Sheet  6331  (1  t  100,000). 

VIETNAM  Series  L7014,  Sheet  6331  n,  6331  III  (1  i  50,000). 

1.  Nrmq  and  Tvre  of  Operation.  Operation  TOAN  THANQ  Phase  I. 

it  Dates  of  Operation.  The  operation  was  oondocted  over  the  period 

21  Apr  Co  to  7  Jun  6~8. 

3.  Command  Headoxiarters.  HQ  1  ATF. 

4.  Unit  CoTTPaoders. 


Cond  1  ATF 

Brigadier  R.L.  HUGHES,  DSO 

D  Comd  1  ATP 

Colonel- 

D.B.  DUNSTAN,  NBE 

1  RAR 

Lt  Col 

P.H.  BENNETT 

2  RAR 

Lt  Col 

N.R.  CHARLESUQRIH 

3  RAR 

Lt  Col 

J.J.  SHELTCN,  MD 

12  Fd  Rogt 

Lt  Col 

J eD*  KfclXT 

C  Sqn  1  Amd  Regt  ' 

MaJ 

Pe  BMHUV 

A  Sqn  3  Cav  Rogt 

MaJ 

JgDe  KELDIE 

1  Fd  Sqn  RAE 

MaJ 

^ eH#  KEKP 

5.  Location.  North  East  PHUOC  TUX  Province  centre  of  mass  IS3()60, ' 

LONG  KHANH  Provlneo  centre  of  mass  XT3004,  BIEN  HOdAONQ  XHANH  Frovinoee 
centre  of  macs  XT1715  and  BIEN  HOA^NH  DUONG  Provinces  centre  of  mass  09129. 

6.  .  Task  Organisation. 

1  R\R 

2  R\R 

3  RAR 

C  Sqn  1  Anad  Rcgt 
A  Sqn  3  Cav  Regt 

7.  Supporting  Forces, 
a.  C  Son  1  Ancd  Regt. 

(1)  PeploTOent. 

(a)  On  the  22  tbf  68  C  S<{a  1  Azod  Regt  departed  NUI  OAT 
via  Route  2  and  Route  1.  The  S(pi  staged  the  night  22/23 
May  at  LONG  BQIR  and  arrived  at  FSPB  CORAL  23  Majr. 

(b)  1  Tp  vas  placed  under  op  ooq  3  RAR,  2  TpjM  placed 
under  op  con  1  RAR  nd  Sqn  woe  located  at  ISPS  CORAL. 


12  Fd  R^ 

A  Bt7  2/35  Arty  (US) 

1  N  S<px  RAI 

161  (Indep)  Recce  lit 

9  S91  RAAF 
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'  («}  1  Tp.diiparted  F3PB  B>\IMORAL  oo  4  Jun  and  rojoinod 
”  ^  HQ  at  PSPB  CORAL. 

(d)  On  5  JTin  C  Sqn  1  Amd  Regt  departed  FSPB  CORAL  and 
returned  to  NUI  DAT  via  Route  15.  The  Sqn  staged  the 
night  5/6  Jun  at  BEiARCAT. 

(2)  Baplovnent. 

(a)  Sqn  HQ  operated  from  FSPB  CORAL  and  In  addition  to 
its  normal  comnaod  and  admlnlatratlve  functions  was 
coordinated  into  the  defences  of  FSPB  CORAL. 

(b)  1  Tp  was  placed  under  op  con  3  R^AR  and  located  at 
FSPB  BAU10RAL. 

(c)  2  Tp  was  placed  under  op  con  1  RAR  and  was  located 
at  FSPB  CORAL. 

(d)  Doth  troops  ^rere  used  extensively  oh  recce  in  force 
operations  and  when  deployed  proved  a  very  decisive 
factor  In  contacts  with  the  eneny.  They  also  added 
oohsiderable  strength  and  fire  power  to  the  defences  of 
FSPBs  BAIHTRAL  and  CORAL  during  their  attacks  by  the  NVA. 

b.  A  Son  3  Cav  Ragt. 

(1)  Denloyment. 

(a)  3  Tp  was  placed  under  op  con  C  Coy  1  R.\R  and 
deployed  from  NUI  DAT  to  FSPB  LMC  132575  from  23  Apr 

.  to  25  Apr. 

(b)  1  Tp  moved  to  AO  MURRAY  BRIDGE  on  29  Apr  and  was 
placed  under  op  con  2  RAR. 

(c)  1  Tp  moved  to  FSPB  WATTLE  133591  on  3  May  and  come 
under  op  con  Cond  FSPB  WATTLE. 

(d)  3  Tp  escorted  a  convoy  from  NUI  DAT  to  BEiARCAT 
1T1600  and  returned  on  3  May  68. 

(e)  1  Tp  was  placed  under  op  con  1  RAR  on  5  May  and 
moved  with  A  Coy  1  EAR  to  BLACKHORSE  en  route  to  FSPB 
HARRISON  m716. 

(f )  Sqn  HQ  and  2  Tp  provided  escort  for  A  Bty  2/35  Arty 
(US)  freo  NUI  DAT  to  FSPB  ANDERSQ.  XT20)2  on  5  May  and 
was  placed  under  op  con  2  RAR. 

(g)  Sqn  HQ  and  2  Tp  were  placed  under  op  con  3  EAR  on 
10  May  as  a  result  of  3  EAR  relieving  2  RAR. 

(h)  On  12  May  A  Sqn  less  3  Tp  esoerted  the  road  convoy 
^OQ  AO  COLUMBUS  III  to  AO  SURFERS  staging  as  follows : 

1.  A  Sqn  (-)  BEARCAT. 

ii.  2  Tp  rlQI  HttA  In  sp  of  A  Hty  2/35  Arty  (US). 

(i)  On  13  May  A  Sqn  (-)  arrived  in  AO  SURFERS  and 
deployed  as  follrist 


i.  Sqn  HC  SPB  CORAL. 
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II.  1  Tp  op  eon  1  RAR  at  FSFB  CORAL. 

III.  2  Tp  op  eon  3  RAR  at  FSFB  COOGIS. 

(J)  3  Tp  arrived  at  FSPB  CORAL  on  17  Kay  and  was  located 
with  Sqn  RQ. 

(k)  2  Tp  moved  from  FSPB  CORAL  to  FSPB  BAIXORAL  on 
25  May  remaining  under  op  con  3  RAR. 

(l)  3  Tp  on  30  May  escorted  a  road  convoy  from  FSPB 
CORAL  to  NUI  CAT  and  remained  at  1  ATF  Base  NUI  DAT. 

(n)  3  Tp  on  2  Jun  escorted  a  convoy  frea  NUI  DAT  to  FSPB 
CORAL  staging  night  2/3  Jup  pt  BEARCAT  and  returned  with 
the  convoy  to  1  ATF  Base  MUI  DAT  on  3  Jun. 

(n)  3  Tp  on  5  Jun  eaeorted  a  convoy  from  MUI  DAT  to  FSPB 
CORAL  staging  night  5/6  JUn  at  BEARCAT. 

^o)  2  Tp  moved  from  FSPB  BALMORAL  to  FSPB  CORAL  on  5  Jun. 

(p)  A  Sqn  escorted  the  final  convoy  from  FSPB  CORAL  to 
NUI  DAT  on  6  Jun.  staging  the  night  6/7  Jun  at  BEARCAT, 
except  for  3  Tp'who  proceeded  directly  to  NUI  DAT  on  6  Jm. 

(2)  Baoloyment. 

(a)  Throughout  the  operation  A  Sqn  were  employed  on  the 
following  tasks: 

I.  Protection  of  road  convoys. 

II.  Recce  In  force  operations. 

III.  Securing  LZ's. 

Iv.  Evacuation  of  casualties.  During  the  second 
battle  of  FSFB  CORAL  the  APCs  collected  casualties 
during  darkness  ttm  various  locations  aroimd  the 
perimeter  and  brought  them  to  a  central  collection 
point  where  they  received  medical  treatment  until 
the  LZ  for  DOSTOFP  could  be  d''".\arod  secure. 

V.  Defence  of  FSPBs. 

(b)  n-cm  13  May  until  the  conclusion  of  the  operation 
OC  A  Sqn  3  Cav  Regt  was  made  respcoslble  for  the  layout, 
coordination  and  command  of  local  defence  at  FSFB  CORAL. 
With  the  reliable  communications  provided  by  the  ACV  and  . 
having  the  ability  to  reinforce  sectors  under  attack  with 
his  APCs  this  proved  a  very  successful  task  for  the  OC  of 
the  Cav  Sqn. 

A£tyie£3r. 

(1)  1_2  Pd  Regt. 

(a)  The  affiliations  throughout  the  operation  were: 

I.  102  Fd  Bty  in  DS  of  1  RAR. 

II,  108  Pd  Bty  in  DS  of  2  RAR. 

lU.  161  Fd  tty  In  jS  of  3  RAR. 
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(b)  102  fA  Bty  oooupled  the  following  FSPBb: 

1.  ISPB  WATTLE  YS3591 . 3  May  -  5  May. 

li,  ISPB  HARRISON  m672  5  May  -  12  May. 
ill.  FSPB  CORAL  XT9329  12  May  -  5  Jun, 

(o)  108  Fd  Bty  oocupiod  the  following  FSFBa: 
i.  ISPB  HUNT  rr2501  25  Apr  -  3  May. 
il.  FSPB  WATTLE  YS3591  3  May  -  5  May. 
ill.  ISPB  ANDERSEN  372012  5  May  -  10  May. 

(d)  161  Fd  Ity  occupied  the  following  FSFBa: 

I.  FSPB  THORNTON  ^3571  21  Apr  -  23  Apr. 

II.  FSPB  DYKE  YS27ao  23  Apr  -  25  Apr. 
lU.  FSPB  EVANS  YT2206  25  Apr  -  3  May. 

Iv.  FSPB  ANDERSEN  YT2012  10  May  -  12  May. 

T.  FSPB  CORAL  XT9329  12  May  ^  13  May. 
vl.  ISPB  COOGEE  XTe929  13  May  -  24  May. 
vU.  FSPB  CORAL  XT9329  24  May  -  6  Jto. 

(2)  A  Bty  2/35  Arty  (US). 

(a)  Throughout  the  operation  A  Bty  wee  In  general 
airport  of  12  Fd  Regt. 

(b)  A  Bty  occupied  the  following  FSFBa: 

1.  FSPB  LOM3  YS2575  23  Apr  -  25  Apr. 

U.  FSPB  ANDERSDI  772010  5  May  -  12  May. 

III.  FSPB  CORAL  *79329  13  May  -  6  Jun. 

(3)  A  Bty  5/42  Arty  (US)  wao  In  general  aupport  of  1  ATF  at 
NUI  OAT  fron  6  May  to  19  May. 

(4)  Baplojaent  of  Artillery.  Operation  TQAN  TIIANG  proTldod 
a  wide  Wleiy  of  tactical  situations  In  which  artillery  waa 
uaed,  theae  were  as  foUowa: 

(a)  Preparation  of  LZa  for  air  aasault  landlnga. 

(b)  Preparatory  bombardment  of  .oe(nq>lod  encBQr  easq)s. 

(c)  Covering  fire  plana  for  attocka. 

(d)  Close  defensive  ^Ire  tasks  during  enooy  attacks. 

(e)  Having  to  defend  gun  poaltlons  from  enemy  who  had 
Infiltrated  Into  the  gun  positions. 

(f)  Having  to  :'lre  defensive  fire  tasks  idiUst  being 
en^ed  by  epen:  nOrtor  and  .rooket  fire. 
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(g)  Cut  off  mlBsionB  on  enomy  wlthdraval  routstt 

(h)  Counter  bombardment  of  enemy  mortar  and  rooket 
looatlonB. 

(1)  Destruction  mlBSionB  against  enemy  in  the  open,  and 
against  enemy  installt^lons. 

t  .  ' 

(j)  Harassing  and  Interdiction  tasks  against  enemy 
InHltration  routes. 

(k)  Illumination  mlsslond . 

(5)  Corps  Artllle^  Net.  A  Corps  Artillery  net  was 
establisned  under  tho  control  of  II  Field  Force  Artilloryi 
This  proved  successful  and  enabled  additional  fire  to  be 
employed  especially  during  the  NVA  attacks  on  FSFBs  CORAL  and 
BAIMORAL. 

(6)  AWee.  An  "ad  hoc"  AVJCC  was  deployed  at  FSPB  CORAL.  This 
was  successful.  However  it  had  to  be  staffed  by  untrained 
pertoonel.  In  future  operations  whore  the  Task  Force  has  its 
own  air  space  the  AWCC  at  NUI  DAT  \dll  have  to  spilt. 

(7)  ArtiUeiy  support  was  effective  throughout  the  operation 
and  ployed  an  important  part  in  tho  success  of  tho  operation. 

Enginoere. 

(1)  Deployment. 

(a)  1  Fd  Sqn  deployed  one  engineer  combat  team  to  oach 
l^ttoUon  and  one  engineer  mini  team  to  each  troop  of 

C  Sqn  1  Armd  Rogt  and  A  Sqn  3  Cav  Rogt  throughout  the 
operation. 

(b)  1  Fd  Sqn  {-)  was  deployed  to  FSPB  CORAL  from  13  May 
to  6  Jun. 

(2)  Ikiplqyment. 

(a)  prior  to  their  deployment  as  a  Sqn  (minus  engineer 
combat  teams  under  oporatlonal  control  of  tho  battalions) 
tho  following  tasks  wore  undertaken  t 

I.  Destruction  of  enemy  installations. 

II.  Destruction  of  oapturod  enomy  ammunition  'and 
explosives. 

ill.  Corstruotlon  of  gun  positions  in  the  FSFBs. 

Iv.  Cor  ittrdotlon  of  LZs  and  winch  points. 

V.  The  mini  teems  wore  employed  on  oleorlng  routeo 
of  mines  for  APCs  of  A  Sqn  3  Cav  Ragt. 

vl.  Establislmient  of  a  water  point  at  FSPB  ANDERSEN. 

(b)  On  doplpyment  to  FSPB  CORAL  tho  Sqn  undertook  tho 
following  tasks I 

1.  Lend  dinrlng  around  both  FSPBs  CORAL  and 
BAIMORAL. 
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11.  CoostructlOD  of  FSPB  defences  at  FSPBs 
COOGEE,  CORAL  and  BA1H)RAL. 

ill.  Construction  of  cennnand  post,  RAP  end  signal 
centre  at  FSPB  CORAL. 

..  iv.  Laying  a  booby  trap  field  at  FSPB  BAUDRAL, 

V.  Assisting  the  infantry  and  artlUory  to 
prepare  their  defensive  positions. 

vl.  Occupying  a  section  of  the  defensive  porlmotor 
at  FSPB  COR<iL. 

0.  Aviation.  During  Operation  TGAN  THANG  (Phase  1),  extensive 
use  USB  wde  of  the  air  resources  available.  This  was  particularly 
BO  with  the  depleyncnt  and  redeployment  of  Task  Force  \inlts  and 
with  logistic  resupply. 

(1)  161  (Indcu)  Pooce  Fit.  Tho  flight  provided  1  Hi 3  in  DS  of 
each  battalion  and  HQ  1  ATF.  In  addition  1  CESSNA  was 
provided  for  day  and  night  VR  in  the  operational  aroas  anr’ 

for  llnison  and  radio  rebroadcast  tasks.  The  flight  also 
continued  to  provide  Fli  and  RU  aircraft  for  VR,  liaison  and 
pay  ops  tasks  at  tho,1  ATF  Base.  Tho  aircraft  supporting  the 
operation  initially  worked  from  HUI  DAT.  On  25  Apr  a 
detachment  deployed  to  BEARCAT  YT1600  and  redeployed  to  PHU 
LOI  XT84I4  on  13  May  whore  it  remained  until  the  operation 
concluded.  The  Hl3's  in  DS  of  battalions  were  usod  for  close 
VR,  liaison  and  artillery  observation. 

(2)  9  Son  RAAF.  Tho  Squadron  provided  IROQtJOIS  helicopter 
Btq>port  for  resupply,  troop  positioning,  DUSTOFF  and  oaeisand 
li^son  tasks.  Initially  operating  daily  out  of  VUHG  TAD,  a 
detachment  deployed  to  PhTJ  LOI  on  13  Ifay  to  support  operations 
in  AO  SURFERS.  From  PHD  LOI  tho  aircraft  positioned  daily  at 
FSPB  CORAL. 

(3)  35  San  RAAF.  Tho  eqxiat’xon  provided  logistic  support 
CAUBOU  aircraft  that  operated  bo'wen  VUNG  TAD,'mJI  DAT  and 
BEARCAT  wUlst  HQ  1  ATF  and  tho  1  iglstlc  olonents  of  the  force 
were  located  at  BE.1RCAT. 

(4)  US  Army  Aviation. 

(a)  Offensive  Support.  Thro’ghout  the  operation  a  LPT 
we  positioned  dai.'y  ai.  NUI  Di’T.  As  the  Task  Forco 
deployed  further  avay  from  tho  1  ATF  Base  it  bocame 
nocoBSary  to  leave  the  LFT  at  NUI  DAT  to  support  operations 
in  PHUOC  TOY  and  tc  roly  on  "cn  call"  LFT'B  requested 
through  .\AE  HQ  II  FFV.  RespoDso  to  roquosts  was  good  and 
no  difficulties  ware  e;q)ciion3)d  with  tho  syetons.  During 
tho  attacks  on  FS^s  CORAL  and  EAU«)R.\L  LPT's  provided 
excoUont  close  su/pert  in  the  face  of  heavy  and  accurate 
enemy  AA  MC  firo. 

(b)  IXJSTOFF  SuDooi  t  ■  Casualtj  oviciintion  roqulranents 
were  mot  by  DUSTOFF  V.olicopter  >  based  at  LONG  BINH. 
Response  to  request :  was  ccrcpl  itely  satisfactory  although 
vdion  numerous  casu  0  ties  were  mstained,  asslstonco  frem 

9  Sqn  RA  AF  enabled  I  ho  wounded  to  be  dolivered  to  hospital 
without  unduo  del/  y . 
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(o)  yror  sport  SupTOrt.  foyco  wae  almost  conplotoly 
oolntalnM  ^  &lr  ^Ing  the  operation  and  deploj^ent 
and  rodeploynent  vas  by  air.  Details  of  transport 
tiqiport  provided  by  US  Amy  Aviation  aro  listod  bolou. 

9  Sqn  RA.iF  av^plonontod  US  AHCs  in  troop  moves  and 
assisted  US  tnmsport  support  in  doily  resupply. 


DsDlovmonts  and  Redeislovments 

Troops 

Cargo 

AHCs 

5215 

Nil 

C1U7 

932 

367.5 

tons 

CH54 

Nil 

31 

tons 

Logistic  Resunoly 

CH47 

1242 

1471 

tons 

CH54 

Nil 

18 

tons 

(5)  U^F.  The  1  ATF  TACP  provided  continuous  daylight  VR 
througnout  tho  operation  an  i;ell  os  controlling  preplanned  and 
laMdiate  oirstrikos  and  SPOOKY  and  hK>CNSHIN£  aircraft.  A 
significant  "first"  during  this  period  vas  the  cr^iloymont  of 
close  tactiool  air  by  night  during  tho  attack  on  FSPB  CORAL 

16  M»y  68.  A  forward’ TACP  was  deployed  with  HQ  1  ATF  and  the 
FAC's  and  aircraft  operated  from  VUNO  TAU  and  NUI  DAT  until 
13  May  68  vhon  a  detachment  deployed  to  FHU  LOI.  This  detach¬ 
ment  subsequently  redeployed  to  BIEN  HOA  AB  on  31  May  68  in 
order  to  take  advantage  of  the  batter  maintenance  facilities 
available. 

(6)  During  tho  operation  there  were  184  missions  flown  by 
USuAF  aircraft.  Of  those,  134  were  preplanned  alrstrlkes,  7  wore 
inmedlata  oirstrikos  in  support  ^f  troops  in  contact,  37  wore 
ccBibat'  skyepots,  3  were  SPOOKY  and  MOONSHINE  missions  and  3  wore 
B32  strUces. 

Intelligence. 

a»  Prom  the  intolligorxe  point  of  'viow»  the  overall  area  of  1  ATP 
operations  during  Operation  TOAN  TKANO  I  consisted  of  three  main 
areas  of  interest: 

(1)  NUI  THI  VAIS,  North  to  include  tho  HAT  DICH  area, 

(2)  Northern  HAT  DIoI!  and  AO  COLUl'ffiUS  HI. 

(3)  AO  SURFERS  I  and  II. 

b.  Prior  to  operations  in  each  of  the'  throe  areas,  the  following 
indications  of  enesny  activity  uero  noted: 

(1)  NUI  THI  7AI.  RAT  DICH  Area.  Indications  were  that  there 
was  possibly  up  to  ono  VC  malniv^rcc  Ir'+.tjiHon  in  the  HiAT  DICH 
area.  This  derived  from  a  9  US  Div  LRRP  sighting  of  250  well 
amed  men  in  the  vicinity  of  YS3194  on  25  Mar,  heading  South. 

The  CHAU  DUC  Dlstriot  "Coy,  041 was  thought  to  be  in  the  general 
area  of  the  ITT  DINRATJI  THI  VAIS.  The  last  known  contact  with 
C41  VAS  on  tho  J  Apr  (B  when  a  patrol  fren  2  R.AR  oontaotod  15'’2C 
VC  near  HC^  LONG  killing  six,  at  least  four  of  whom  were  nenbors 
of  .C41 «  Nmerous  base  cohps  Mere  known  throughout  the  area. 
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(2)  Northern  HAT  DICH.  AO  CQLOMBPS  m.  II  FFV  int^iconce 
Indicated  that  the  eneenr  would  conduct  coordinated  attacks 

on  SMGON  and  BIIW  Hm/IONG  BINH  In  the  tine  frono  24  Apr  - 
1  Hay  and  probably  would  uso  tho  aome  avenues  of  approach 
'ised  during  TET.  It  was  expected  that  these  attacloi  would  be 
preceeded  by  attacks  by  fire.  The  area  of  AO  COLDMBOS  ni  had 
beon  used  as  on  approach  avenue  during  TET  aM  also  as  an  area 
for  rocket  sites  for  fire  attacks  on  BIEN  HQA/LGNQ  BINII.  The 
area  of  the  Northern  HIT  DICK  showed  signs  of  increasing 
activity.  During  the  period  9-16  Apr  68,  9  US  Div  LRRPs  had 
had  four  contacts  resulting  in  21  VC  XLV  (BC)  and  10  KIA 
possible.  Rod  Haze  enission  reports  had  noticeably  increased, 
and  there  were  also  reports  of  the  existence  of  a  K34  Arty 
Battalion  in  tho  general  area  of  IS2990.  One  enemy  I^\  in  a 
contact  on  the  16  Apr  had  been  identified  as  being  fron  52  VC 
Arty  Bn,  69  Arty  Conmond.  It  was  possible  that  D445  LF 
Battalion,  or  elements  of  it,  were  co-located  with  these  Arty 
units, 

(3)  AO  SURIERS  I  and  II.  Since  the  start  of  tho  second  enemy 
offensive  on  4  May  68,  it  had  become  apparent  that  substantial 
■slnforoo  and  local  force  units  had  passed  through  the  AO 
SURTERS  area  and  would  probably  continue  to  do  so.  Further, 

In  the  event  of  the  second  offensive  being  called  off  It  was 
anticipated  that  the  AO  SURFERS  area  would  be  in  a  position  to 
Interdict  ezfiltratloh  routes  from  SAIGON. 

(a)  Up  to  10  May  68,  contact  had  boon  nado  by  US  units 
vdth  the  following  enemy  reglmonts  in  the  AO  SURFERS  area: 

1.  141  NVA  Rogt,  7  NVA  Div. 

li.  165  NVA  Rogt,  7  NVA  Div. 

ill.  274  VC  Regt,  5  VC  Div, 

Iv.  275  VC  Regt,  5  VC  Div. 

V.  DONG  H\I  Rogt. 

(b)  In  addition,  tho  following  local  force  or  district 
olementa  had  been  operating  in  or  near  AO  SURFERS: 


i.  3  VC  LF  Bn. 

il.  C300  DONG  M.\I  Coy. 

ill.  C303  Coy, 

Iv.  C302  TAN  UYHJ  PI. 

V.  DI  AN  PI. 

Vi,  83  Rear  Services  Greup, 

(c)  The  village  of  BINH  MI  (XT9036  -  XT9132)  had  boon 
noted  as  an  Important  staging  area  and  resupply  point 
for  enemy  troops  moving  either  North  or  South. 

0.  Area  1  Operations  (Period  21-24  Apt).  Operations  In  the 
MUI  THI  VAI/HAT  DICH  arm  were  curioiled  Defore  entering  tho  HAT 
dCH  area  proper.  At  tho  enl  of  operations  in  this  area  there  had 
been  one  contact  with  two  enany  with  unlaiown  results. 
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d,  Ar«a  2  Operatloni  (Period  24  Apr  -  11  May),  OpoPatlona 
contlnaod  In  the  Northern  H/LT  DICH  area  to  Highway  1  until  5  May 
whon  the  deplojnaont  to  AO  CQLDMBUS  III  xnui  effoctod*  Up  to  5  Ihy 
no  Bojor  oontaot  had  been'  made  and  there  were  eoren  minor  contacts 
with  the  follouliid  results: 

5  VC  m  (BC) 

1  VC  WL\ 

6  Individual  weapons  oaptitfed 
1  Crew  served  weapon  captured 

0.  One  enemy  unit  was  Identified  from  doctmonts  following  a 
contact  on  28  Apr  68.  Tho  documents  Identified  the  Political 
Officer  of  j600,  a  rear  servloos  element  Bid>ordijaate  to  274  VC  Rejt. 

f.  Operations  in  AO  COLDMBOS  III  continued  until  11  May  with  the 
foUowLog  results: 

(1)  Three  minor  contacts  yielding  six  enemy  KL\,  seven 
Individual  \reapons  and  one  crew  served  weapon  captured.  Two 
unit  identifications  from  bodies  were  made  during  this  period, 
firstly  from  Coy  C22  of  1)67  Engineer  Battalion  and  seoondly 
BUM  H0>1  Province  tax,  ool'.octlon  elements. 


(2)  1  R\R  had  located  a  122™  rocket  site  which  had  last 
been  used  during  TET  against  BIEH  HOA/LONQ  BINH. 


(3)  3  R'iR  had  two  rackets  of  an  unknow  type,  probably  RPC, 
fix^  near  their  location. 


g.  Area  3  Operationa  fPi^o'd  12  Mav  -  6  Jun  During  operations 

in  AO  SDRPERS  I  ana  II,  ihere  were  a  total  of  69  contacts,  including 
two  regimental  sited  attacks  against  FSPBs,  with  the  overall  result 
os  follows: 


HVa  KLl  (BC)  237 

Enemy  KIA  Poss  56 

PW  11  (1 

Detainee  1 

Hoi  Chanh  1 

Crew  served 
weapons  35 

Individual 
weapons  94 


VC,  10  NVA) 


Enemy  units  and  Infiltration  groups  Identlfiod  were: 

141  NVA  Regt 
165  NVA  Regt 
85  Regt 

32  Infiltration  Group 
269  Infiltration  Group 
275  Inflltrotlon  Group 
745  Infiltration  Group 
NAM  BA  Infiltration  Oro^} 

233  Infiltration  Group 
D280  Infiltration  Grovp 
165  Infiltration  Qroi^ 

h.  Trends  Noted  in  Area  3  Operations. 

(1)  Detailed  recce  done  by  the  enemy.  He  oenduoted  oloss, 
detailed  recce  by  day  and  by  night  and  also  recce  in  force  up 
to  Ccxnpany  etren^.  An  eznmple  of  the  detailed  recco  being 
carried  out  was  the  flndijog  of  saplings  bent  to  point  to  MG 
positions.  9 
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(2)  Before  his  large  attaeka  the  eneny  moved  close  to  hla 
objective  eeveral  hours  before  attacking.  A  PV  frcm  275 
InHltntlon  Group  captured  after  a  Regimental  attack  on  IBPB 
CORAL  said  that  his  unit  had  force  marched  for  six  hours,  then 
laid  for  three  hours  250  metres  from  our  FEBA  before  attacking 

(3)  The  extranely  heavy  fire  support  employed  by  the  enemy 
during  his  recce  In  force  and  attacks.  He  employed  60mm  and 
82mm  mortars,  75mm  RCL  and  RFG2  and  7  vrlth  considerable 
accuracy,  and  effectiveness. 

(4)  The  enemy  uas  very  aggressive  and  willing  to  prolong 
contact  after  first  light  to  enable  him  to  clear  the  battlefield. 

(5)  The  enemy's  employment  of  anti  aircraft  heavy  machine  guns. 
TliMe  were  sited  around  his  HQ  areas  to  prevent  detailed  air 
reoco,  end  also  employed  In  the  attack,  sited  close  to  friendly 
locations  to  minimise  fire  from  LFTs. 

(6)  Following  attacks,  the  enemy  dispersed  rapidly,  even  after 
first  light.  After  an  NVA  Regimental  slaad  attack  against  FSPB 
CORAL  on  16  May  63  contact  broke  at  0630  hrs  and  Immediately 
all  trace  of  the  enemy  vanished.  It  is  now  suspected  that  he 
hid  In  prepared  bunkers  and  foxholes  in  a  stream  bed  about  700 
metres  North  of  CORAL,  most  likely  remaining  there  throughout 
the  day  . and  moving  off  the  following  night. 

(7)  The  large  nvtmber  of  Infiltration  Groins  identified  in  the 
area  showed  the  Importanco  of  AO  SURFERS  as  a  movement  route. 
Consldernble  flare  activity  acccmponled  by  the  soun^  of  shots 
every  night  Indicated  thSt  the  enemy  was  by-passing  our  locations 

(8)  The  number  and  sise  of  the  attacks  against  our  poslticns 
showed  the  Importance  that  the  enamy  attached  to  the  BINH  MI 
area. 

(9)  The  whole  of  7  NVA  Div  was  concentrated  in  the  area  of  AO 
SURFERS,  with  I4I  KVA  Rogt  to  the  East  of  FSPB  CORAL  and  165 
NVA  Regt  to  the  North  of  FSPB  BAIHORAL. 

Concept  of  Operations. 

a.  General  Outline  phase  1 . 

(1)  1  ATF  was  to  destroy  VC/nVA  elements  in  the  following  AOst 

(a)  AO  GILES. 

(b)  AO  STURT. 

(c)  AO  HUME. 

(d)  AO  KENNEDY. 

(e)  AO  LAWSON. 

(2)  3  RAR  ccmmenced  the  operation  on  21  Api'  68  by  securing 
rePB  THORNTON  YS3571  wltli  C  Coy  and  Tp  A  Sqn  3  Cav  Regt.  Ihe 
remainder  of  3  RAR  with  161  Fd  Bty,  12  Fd  Regt  moved  by  air 
to  FSPB  THORNTON. 

(3)  3'BAR  uis  given  thj  following  taskst. 

(a)  Recce  in  fore  1  in  AOs  GILES  and  HUME. 

fO 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


(b)  Secure  FSPB  BEdVIS,  vicinity  X32878,  on  27  Apr  for 
the  fly-ln  of  2  RAR  eoansnclng  at  flrat  light  on  28  Apr. 

(c)  Destroy  all  eneny  installations  within  tholr  AO. 

(4)  On  22  Apr  68  on  orders  from  II  TFV  the  concept  of  tho 
operation  wap  changed. 

b.  General  Outline  Phaso  2. 

(1 )  2  RAR  and  3  RAR  were  to  conduct  rocce  In  foroe  in  AOs 
UlCOM  and  KHTNEDY  in  tho  period  24-26  Apr  68. 

'  (2)  2  RAR  and  3  RAR  were  then  to  attack  North  astride  tho 

general  line  of  tho  LC^  XHANR/BIEN  HOA  boundary  to  tho  North 
of  AO  MURRAY  BRIDGE  in  the  period  27-30  Apr  68. 

(3)  Finally  2  RAR  and  3  RAR  were  to  occupy  ambush  positions 
and  patrol  In  tho  North  of  AO  MURRAY  BRIDGE  to  cover  Ea8t/l*fost 
tracks  ^Mch  could  be  used  as  likely  enemy  avenues  of  approncl; 
Into  SAIGON,  LONG  BINH  and  BIDJ  HOA. 

(4)  2  RAR  vns  given  the  following  tasks: 

(a)  Establish  FSPB  SAFE  in  vicinity  YS3081  on  24  Apr. 

(b)  Recce  In  force  In  AO  LAVISONi 

(c)  Attack  North  to  the  East  of  the  Inter  battalion 
boundary,  Within  AO  MURRAY  BRIDGE,  to  destroy  NVA/VC  forces » 
bases  and  staging  areas. 

(d)  Occupy  esibush  positions  and  patrol  In  AO  NEPEAN  to 
cover  East/West  tracks  which  could  be  used  as  lUcely  eneny 
avenues  of  approach  into  SAIGON,  LONG  BINH  and  BIEN  HOA, 

(o)  Do  prepared,  on  order,  for  airmobile  inserticn  Into 
AO  NEPEAN  to  interdict  VO/im.  approaches  to  LCKG  BINH  fren 
the  East,  should  this  be  required  by  higher  authority. 

(5)  3  RAR  was  given  the  following  tasks: 

(a)  Establish  FSPB  OYXE  In  vicinity  YS2780  on  23  Apr. 

(b)  Secure  FSPB  G.APE  on  23  Apr  for  the  fly-in  of  2  RAR 
on  24  Apr. 

(c)  Reqce  in  force  in  AO  KBINEDY. 

(d)  Attack  North  to  tho  Uost  of  the  Inter  battalion 
boundary,  within  AO  MURRAY  BRIDGE,  to  destroy  NVAAC 
forces*  bases  and  staging  areas. 

(e)  0c(nQ>y  ambush  positions  and  patrol  In  AO  HUNTER  to 
cover  EaatAfest  tracks  which  could  be  used  as  likely  oneny 
avenues  of  approach  Into  SAIGON,  'L(M}  BINH  and  BIEN  HGA. 

(f)  Be  prepared,  on  order,  for  aiimobile  insertion  Into 
AO  HUNTER  to  Interdict  VC/^A  approaches  to  LONG  BINH  frac 
the  East,  should  this  be  required  by  higher  authority. 

(6)  On  the  23  Apr  68  1  ATF  received  orders  frosi  II  FFW  to 
Insert  by  air  2  RAR  uul  3  RAR  Into  AOs  NEPEAN  and  HUNTQl.  As 
a  result  of  this  order  2  RAR  was  not  deployed.  3  RAR  was 
ordered  to  seciuro  FSPBs  DYKE  and  CAFE  and  oooduct  RIF  oporations 
In  the  vicinity  of  FSPB  DYKE. 
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Qeowal  Outline  Phaao  3« 

(1)  3  RAR  waa  to  continue  recce  in  force  In  tho  vicinity  of 
rePB  DYKE  and  eocure  FSPB  CAPE, 

(2)  2  RAR  and  3  RAR  fly  into  AOa  NEPEAN  and  HUJITER  and  occupy 
(unbuBh  poaitiona  and  patrol  to  cover  Eaat^Toat  tracka 

could  be  uaed  aa  avenues  of  approach  into  SAICOIT,  LONG  BINN 
■and  BIEN  Ha\. 

(3)  2'ItAR'xna  given  the  following  tneka: 

(a)  Conduct  airmoUJe  inaertion  into  AO  NEPEAN,  on 
concluaion  of  >3  RAR  inaertion,  on  25  Apr. 

(b)  Eatabllah  FSPB  HUNT  in  vicinity  YT2602. 

(c)  Occupy  ambush  positions  and  patrol  in  AO  NEPEAN  to 
cover  East^ost  tracks  which  could  bo  used  as  enemy 
avenues  of  approach  into  SAIGON,  LONG  BINH  and  BlUi  HQA, 

(4)  3  given -the  following  tasks: 

(a)  Continue  present  operations  in  AOs  KBINEDY  and 
LAUSON. 

(b)  Conduct  airmobile  insertion  into  AO  HUNTER  commoncing 
250830H  Apr. 

(c)  Establish  FSPB  EVANS  in  vicinity  YT2206. 

(d)  Occupy  mbush  positions  and  patrol  in  AO  HUNTER  to 
cover  tracks  from  tho  North  and  the  East  which  could  bo 
uaed  aa  likely  enemy  avenues  of  approach  into  SAIGON, 

LONG  BINH  and  BIEN  HaA. 

General  Outline  Phase  4. 

(1)  2  R.AR  coomenolng  on  29  Apr  extended  thoir  operations 
into  AO  SWAN. 

(2)  3  RAR  took  over  the  responsibility  of  AO  NEPEAN  and 
screened  the  area  frem  FSPB  HUNT  to  the  AO  Boundary  in  the 
vicinity  of  TRANG  BOM  YT1910. 

General  Outline  Phase  5. 

(1)  Commencing  3  May  1  ATF  was  to  extend  recce  in  force 
operations  into  AOs  BELIZE,  KENNEDY,  LANSON  and  TAUPO. 

(2)  1  RAR  was  given  tho  following  tasks; 

(a)  To  be  inserted  into  FSPB  VLATTLE  on  3  Hoy. 

(b)  To  provide  ono  coy  for  the  security  of  FSPB  WATTLE 
and  subsequently  for  FSPB  ASH  oxul  FSPB  WILLOW, 

(c)  To  conduct  recce  in  force  operations  in  AOs  BELIZE, 
LAWSON  and  TAUPO, 

(3)  2  R.AR  was  given  the  following  tasks: 

(a)  To  extend  recce  in  force  operations  into  AOs  BELIZE 
and  KENNEDY, ,  . 
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(b)  To  secure  and  provide  protection  for  FSPB  CEIlVn. 

(e)  On  conpletion  of  rocce  in  force  operations  in  AO 
KENNEDY  to  be  extracted  by  AHC  to  NUT  OiT. 

(d)  Be  prepared  on  order  to  deploy  one  coy  under 
opemticmal  control  of  1  RUl  to  opbush  tracks  in  vicinity 
of  YS3269. 

(4)  3  RAR  was  given  the  foUovdng  tasks: 

(a)  To  be  extracted  by  AHC  to  NUT  DAT  on  3  May. 

(b)  To  be  inserted  into  FSPB  PINE  on  extraction  of  2  R<\R 
and  conduct  recce  in  force  operations  in  AO  TAUPO. 

(c)  Provide  one  coy  for  the  security  of  FSPB  PINE, 

(5)  On  the  5  May  68  1  ATF  uas  ordered  by  II  FFV  to  deploy 
into  AO  COLUMBUS  III.  At  this  stage  operations  in  this  phase 
concluded  in  AO  BELIZE. 

f.  General  Outline  Phase  6. 

(1)  1  ATF  vas  required  to  relieve  199  Bde  in  AO  COLUMBUS  III 
by  O5I5OOH  May  and  establish  counter  rocket  enbush  positions 
along  the  general  lino  YT1 00210  -  YT150170  and  YT190120. 

(2)  1  R.\R  was  given  tho  foHoidjig  tasks: 

(a)  To  bo  inserted  by  AHC  into  FSPB  EIRRISOII  17167172 
and  I2's  YT137192  and  YT120172. 

(b)  Establish  cotinter  rocket  ambush  oosltlons  in  AO  AIRE 
in  the  vicinity  of  YT109197,  YT137192  a.ad  YT133170. 

(c)  Establish  FSPB  ttIRRISON  YT1 67172  and,  provide  one  coy 
for  its  protection. 

(3)  2  EAR  was  given  tho  following  tasks: - 

(a)  To  be  inserted  by  CH47s  into  FSPB  ANDERSUI  YT209127. 

(b)  Establish  counter  ambush  positions  in  AO  SIMPSON  in 
the  vicinity  of  YT168155,  YT220148  and  YT170130. 

(c)  Establish  FSPB  ANDERSEN  and  provide  one  coy  for  its 
protection. 

(4)  on  10  May  68  3  RAR  relieved  2  MR  in  AO  SIMPSON.  2  RAR 
returned  to  NUI  DAT  and  3  RAR  continued  to  patrol  and  occupy 
counter  rocket  ambush. 

g.  General  Outline  Phase  7. 

(1)  During  this  phase  which  connenced  on  12  May  68  1  ATF  was 
ordered  by  II  FFV  to  occupy  blocking  positions  within  AO 
SURFERS  to  interdict  enomy  withdrawal  routes  fTcD  the  South 
and  South  West. 

(2)  1  EAR  WQB  given  the  following  .tasks: 

(a)  Establish  102  Pd  Bty,  12  Fd  Regt,  in  FSPB  COEAL. 
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(b)  To  clear  Route  16  from  FSPB  CORAL  to  TAN  UYEN, 
^clnlty  XT959243  and  socwo  it  for  tho  convoy  movomont 
on  13  May. 

(c)  Eatabllah  blocking  poaltlone  and  patrol  In  AO  BONDI 
to  interdict  enony  withdrawal  routes  from  the  South  and 
South  Weat. 

(3)  3  RAR  wna  given  the  following  taaks: 

(a)  Conduct  air  assault  landing  into  FSPB  COItAL  and 
aecuro  12  for  fly-in  of  3  RAR  and  1  RAR. 

(b)  Establish  I6I  Fd  Bty,  12  Fd  Regt,  in  FSPB  CORAL. 

(c)  Provide  one  coy  and  one  sect  mors  for  tho  protection 
of  FSPB  CORAL. 

(d)  Establish  blocking  positions  and  patrol  AO  MANLY  to 
interdict  eneqy  withdrawal  routes  from  the  South  and 
South  West. 

(4)  On  tho  13  May  3  RAR  wore  ordered  to  establish  FSPB  COOGEE 
in  tho  vicinity  of  XT9329. 

(5)  On  the  23  May  C  Sqn  1  Armd  Regt  arrived  at  FSPB  CORAL 
from  NOT  EAT. 

h.  General  Outline  Phase  8. 

(1)  On  the  24  May  1  ATP  redeployed  3  RAR  from  AO  llANLY  to  AO 
NEWPORT.  On  completion  of  the  redeployment  1  ATF  continued 
recce  in  force  operations  in  AO  SURfERS  II. 

(2)  1  RAR  was  given  the  following  tasks; 

(a)  Continue  the  defence  of  FSPB  CORAL. 

(b)  Conduct  recce  in  force  operations  to  the  North  of 
JSPB  CORAL  prior  to  the  move  of  3  RAR  from  AO  MANLY  to 
AO  NEWPORT. 

(0)  Secure  the  right  flank  for  3  RAR  move  to  AO  NEWPORT. 

(d)  Provide  one  coy  to  escort  one  tp  C  Sqn  1  Amd  Regt 
to  FSPB  BAIHORAL. 

(e)  Ccnroenclng  25  May  conduct  recce  in  force  operations 
into  AO  BONOT. 

(3)  3  RAR  was  given  the  following  tasks: 

(a)  Coumenclng  24  May  move  to  and  secure  a  battalion 
aefensive  position  (FSPB  RAIMORAL)^  the  vicinity  YT9333. 
To  be  concentrated  in  now  location  by  I6OO  hrs  24  May. 

(b)  Develop  the  battalion  defensive  position  on  25  May* 
allowing  space  for  the  possible  deployment  of  a  Fd  Bty. 

(o)  Be  prepared  to  conduct  rocce  in  force  operations  in 
AO  NEWPORT  ccmmonclng  26  Moyi  to  locate  enemy  base  comps 
with  a  view  to  initially  destroying  them  with  air  attack 
I  and  artillery. 
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(d)  Until  otheiviae  directed  by  HQ  1  ATF  sub  units 
conducting  recce  in  force  operations  uore  to  return  to 
the  battalion  base  at  night. 

(e)  Priority  of  recce  in  force  operations  were  to  be 
into  the  Northern  s^tor  of  AO  NEWPOHT  against  the 
suspected  base  conp  of  165  NVA  Regt  followed  by  the 
Eastern  sector  against  the  suspected  base  camp  of  I4I 
NVA  Regt. 

(4)  On  tfje  5  Jun  68  3  RAR  returned  to  NUI  HAT  and  FSPB 
BAIM1RAL  was  abandoned. 

(5)  On  the  5  Jun  68  C  Sqn  1  Anad  Regt  departed  FSPB  CORAL  for 
HOI  a\T. 

(6)  On  the  6  Jun  68  the  remainder  of  1  ATF  departed  FSPB 
CORAL  and  AO  SURJERS  II  was  handed  over  to  1  (US)  Uiv. 

Execution. 

a.  Phase  1 .  3  R<AR  operations  21-23  Apr  68. 

(1)  21  Acr  68.  3  RAR  deployed  into  AO  GILES.  D  Coy  carried 
out  an  air  assatilt  into  area  YS3571  and  secured  the  aaraa  by 
mSH.  A  and  B  Coys  and  161  Fd  Bty  then  flew  in  and  FSPB 
THORNTON  was  established.  C  Coy  moved  by  APC|  arriving  at  FSPB 
THORNTON  at  1l45H>  and  toldng  Over  the  task  of  defence  of  the 
FSPB.  Coys  then  deployed  as  follows; 

A  Coy  area  YS3473. 

B  Coy  area  IS3470. 

D  Coy  aroa  IS3372. 

Bn  HQ  was  ostabllshed  on  NUI  NGHE  YS3972.  There  was  no  contact 
with  the  enemy. 

(2)  ^  Apr  66.  Coys  oont^od  RIF  in  allotted  areas.  At  1230H 
at  YS545to3  B  Coy  engaged  2  enemy  without  result, 

(3)  23  Apr  68.  3  RAR  concluded  operations  in  AO  GILES  ond» 
with  the  exooption  of  C  Coy,  deployed  by  air  to  AOs  KENNEDY  and 
LAWSON.  FSPB  DIKE  vnS  established  in  aroa  YS2780  and  D  Coy  was 
given  the  task  of  its  defence.  Bn  HQ  moved  to  FSPB  DIKE  with 

A  Coy  in  area  IS2680  and  B  Coy  in  area  IS3C81 ,  C  Coy  remained 
overnight  23/24  Apr  at  FSPB  THORNTON.  There  was  no  sneoy  contact. 

b.  3  R.AR  operations  24  Apr  68,  C  Coy  moved  by  air  to 
FSPB  OiKE, At  1700H  at  YS265834  the  Aslt  Pnr  Pi  engaged  1  VC  with 
unknown  results. 

0.  Phase  3.  Operations  in  AO  MURRAY  BRIDGE  25-28  Apr  68. 

(1)  25  Apr  68.  HQ  1  ATP  (Main)  moved  to  BEARaAT  m600.  2  R.AR 
(-}  deployed  by  air  to  AO  NEPEAN  with  .V  Coy  securing  on  12  at 
11275007  and  W  Coy  eecrulng  the  aroo  for  FSPB  HUNT  in  IT2602. 

B  and  C  Coys  and  I08  Fd  Bty  flew  into  FSPB  HUNT  and  the  coys 
deployed  to  areas  YT2701  and  YT2702  respectively.  A  Coy  remained 
at  HORSESHOE  lELL  YS4962.  3  RAR  concludod  operations  in  AOs 
KENNEDY  and  LAWSON  and  deployed  by  air  to  AO  HUNTER.  C  Coy 
secured  the  area  for  FSPB  EVANS  YT2206  for  the  fly-in  of  Bn  HQ, 

B  Coy  and  161  Id  Bty.  A  Coy  carriod  out  on  air  assault  into 
YT208062  and  D  Coy  into  IT223094.  There  was  no  contact  during 
the  day. 
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(2)  26  Apr  68.  Both  2  R'ln  and  3  Il\R  carried  out  roconnalBSanco 
In  force  opei^tions  (RIF)  within  their  respective  AOs  without 
contact. 

(3)  27  Apr  68. 

(a)  2  R,\R  continued  opomtlons  with  miner  contact.  At 
O63OII  at  their  night  location  IT286023,  3  Coy  engaged 

2  enemy  with  small  anas  with  the  result  2  enemy  KLi  (BC) 
and  2  small  arms  weapons  captured.  At  the  same  location 
at  0824H  6  enemy  were  engaged  with  the  result  2  enemy 
KL\  (BC)  and  1  small  arms  weapon  captured.  At  1415H  at 
11279040  9  Pi  found  an  enemy  camp  consisting  of  10-15 
bunkers.  1  enemy  was  sighted  in  the  area  and  fired  on, 
but  although  wounded  he  escaped.  1  small  arms  weapon 
was  captured. 

(b)  3  RIR  continued  patrolling  without  contact. 

(4)  28  Apr  68.  Both  2  RIR  and  3  RfiR  continued  RIF.  2  PAR  had 
one  Contact  at  0720H  at  YT289009  when  V  Coy  contact  1  enemy 
moving  along  a  track.  1  enemy  was  killed  and  2  small  arms 
Captured. 

phase  4.  Operations  in  AO  MURRM  BRIDGE  29  Apr  -  2  May  68. 

(1)  29  Apr  68.  2  R\R  co.anenced  to  move  SOUTH  into  AO  SVilH. 

1  Tp  A  Sqn  3  Cav  Rogt  came  vinder  operational  control  of  2  R'.R 
and  moved  from  rWI  D.\T  to  BE.\RC.'iT.  2  PI  W  Coy  moved  by  nir 
to  DR'IICAT  and  then  deployed  with  1  Tp  A  Sqn  3  Cav  Rogt  and 
ccmoncod  operations  in  the  area  of  the  rubber  estate,  YT24OO, 
Neither  2  R\R  nor  3  MR  made  contact  with  the  enemy.  At 
IT326036  4  Pi  2  R\R  found  33i82nr  Chiccra  mortar  bombs  and  at 
YT282043  7  Pl  found  I2x82nn  rhicojii  mortar  bombs,  I5OO  lbs  of 
rice  and  a  quantity  of  small  arms  ammunition.  Both  the  rice 
and  the  ammunition  wore  destroyed. 

(2)  30  Apr  68. 

(a)  2  PAR  continued  its  deployment  into  AO  SWVH,  V/  Coy 
moved  to  area  1T2400  to  join  2  Pl  and  1  Tp  A  Sqn.  At 
YT286036  9  Pl  found  a  partly  destroyed  camp  containing 

a  RPG2  complete  with  1  round,  1  Chicom  burp  gun,  40x60mn 
mortar  rounds  and  25  Chicom  g"cnados.  At  YT293990  V  Coy 
found  a  camp  which  was  still  being  built. 

(b)  3  MR  deployed  to  occupy  both  AO  HUHTER  and  AO  NEPEAN 
with  A  Coy  moving  by  air  to  YT232033  and  D  Coy  moving  by 
air  to  ’P^PE  HUNT.  C  Coy  remained  at  FSPD  EVANS  and  D  Coy 
in  area  YT2408.  At  1326H  at  n244068  B  Coy  dotained  on 
unarmed  person  wearing  greens  and  without  an  identity 
card.  There  was  no  other  contact. 

(3)  1  and  2  N^av  68.  Thor  was  no  contact  on  oithor  of  thoso 
days.  Locations  on  night  2/3  May  68  wore  as  follows: 


2  R'.R 


Bn  HQ  FSPB  HUNT 
B  Coy  yS3394 
C  Coy  YCj)C92 
V  Coy  YS3093 
W  Coy  YT2793 
A  Coy  HORSESHOE  tULL 
108  Fd  Bty  FSPD  HUNT 


Bn  HQ  FSPB  EVANS 
A  Coy  YT2303 
B  Coy  YT2207 
C  Coy  FSPB  EVIHS 
D  Coy  FSPB  HUNT 
161  Pd  Bty  FSPB  EVANS 
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e*  Phaae  5.  Operatione  In  AO  BELIZE  y-K  Ma7  68, 

(1)  3  May  68. 

(a)  1  MR  deployed  by  olr  to  AO  BELIZE.  A  Coy  oecurod 
the  LZ  at  YS3591  for  tho  rcnalndor  of  tho  battalion  and 
102  Pd  Bty.  FSPB  UATTLE  VRS  catabllshod  at  this  point 
with  Bn  HQ,  A  Coy  and  102  Fd  Bty,  Coys  moved  to  tho 
following  arenas  B  Coy  yS3391;  C  Coy  YS3490;  D  Coy  YS3488. 
At  2045H  1  enemy  engaged  on  tho  perimeter  of  FSPB  UATTLE 
with  no  result. 

(b)  2  BAR  conmanced  opomtions  in  AO  BELIZE  without 
contact.  At  TS285919  W  Coy  found  a  battalion  eisod  comp 
with  abwt  250  bunlters  that  had  not  boon  used  for  about 

one  month.  Bn  HQ  moved  by  air  and  Joined  V  Coy  at  YS301933» 
and  108  re  Bty  moved  by  air  to  FSPB  VUTTLE, 

(c)  3  BAR  was  extracted  by  air  to  WUI  DAT. 

(2)  4  May  68.  Both  1  BAR  and  2  BAR  continued  RIF.  D  Coy  1  R.AR 
contacted  email  groups  of  enemy  twice  without  result. 


f.  Phfise  6.  Operations  in  AO  COLUMBUS  III  5-11  May  68, 

(1)  5  May  68.  Both  1  RAR  and  2  R,\R  deployed  by  air  to  AO 
COLUMBUS  III  with  1  RAR  occupying  FSPB  HARRISON  (rr1617)  and 
AO  AYRE  and  2  RAR  FSPB  ANDERSEN  (YT2012)  and  AO  SIMPSON.  1  Tp 
A  Sqn  3  Cav  Regt  passed  to  operational  control  of  1  RAR  and  two 
pis  of  A  Coy  provided  the  escort  for  tho  move  by  road  to  FSPB 
HARRISON,  stagla*  overnight  at  BLACKHOPSE.  2  Tp  A  Sqn  3  Cav 
Regt  provided  escort  for  A  Bty  2/35  Arty  (US)  from  NUI  DAT  to 
FSPB  ANDERSEN  and  then  came  under  operational  Control  of  2  RAR. 


6  68*  Both  battalions  continued  deployment.  At  1600H 

at  YT225153  8  PI  2  RAR  sighted  6  enemy  movLnp  along  a  track  and 
engaged  them.  The  enemy  proved  to  bo  the  scout  group  for  a 
party  of  approx  20  who  returned  fire  before  breaking  contact 
and  withdrawing  at  171 5H.  This  contact  resulted  in  2  dnemy  KLA 
(DC),  1  enemy  WIA,  and  1  AK47»  1  RP02  with  6  rounds,  and 
quantities  of  grenades,  medical  supplies  and  docunonts  capt\urod. 
Locations  for  ni^t  6/7  Miy  werej 

1  RAR  2  RAR 

Bn  HQ  FSPB  ANDERSEN 
B  Coy  IT1814 
C  Coy  YT2214 
V  Coy  FSPB  ANDERSEN 
w  Coy  rn6i2  . 

108  Fd  Dty  FSPB  .ANDERSEN 
1  Bty  2/35  Arty  (US)  FSPB 
ANDERSEN 


Bh  HQ  m  52171 

A  Coy  Tni20 
B  Coy  YTI3I8 

c  Coy  rn4i9  ' 

D  Coy  FSPB  HARRISON 
102  Pd  Bty  FSPB  HARRISON 


(3)  7~^  Hay  68.  During  this  period  1  RAR  and  2  RAR  oontlnued 
patrolling  and  ambushing  within  their  AOs,  On  7  May  at  IT135155 
B  Coy  1  RAR  found  a  I22m  rocket  site  that  hod  been  last  used 
during  the  lET  offensive  in  Jon  68.  At  0615H  on  8  Fk\y  at 

IT1 25214  2  PI  1  RAR  engaged  a  party  of  4  or  5  enemy  killing  3 
and  ceqiturlng  5  nmTA  armc, 

(4)  10  May  68. 

(a)  1  RAR.  At  1206h  at  1T124216  1  PI  contacted,  and  killed 
1  enemy  capturing  a  Chlccm  pistol. 
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(b)  2  R,\R  extracted  by  air  to  NUI  EM,,  boinj  relieved 

by  3  MR. 

(o)  3  Ri^R  deployed  by  air  to  AO  SIMP30H  and  occi^lod  areas 

as  follows:  Bn  HQ  and  D  Coy  FSPB  ANDERSIW;  A  Coy  rr22l4; 

B  Coy  and  C  Coy  yn7l4. 

(5)  11  May  68,  Patrolling  continued  without  contact. 
g.  Phase  7.  Operations  in  AO  SURFEITS  1 2-23  May. 

(1)  12  May  68.  Opcratitxis  in  AO  COLUMBUS  III  concluded  and 
1  R.iR  and  3  MR  with  their  supporting  Pd  Btys,  and  advance 
parties  from  TF  HQ  and  supporting  units ,  deployed  by  air  to  AO 
SURFEniS. 

(a)  FSPB  COML  was  established  at  XT9329  with  1  R.iR  group 
and  TF  HQ  and  TEMA  elements.  At  1815H  at  XT939309  11  Pl 

1  MR  sighted  and  engaged  an  enemy  10  nan  party,  killing 
one  and  capturing  1  AK47.  1  member  of  11  Pl  was  wounded 
and  later  evacuated.  At  1935H  4  Pl  1  RAR  fired  on  10  enemy 
seen  at  XT964280  with  unknown  rostHts. 

(b)  3  R.iR  conducted  the  assault  landing  into  the  aroa  of 
FBPB  C0R<AL  to  secure  the  area  for  the  fly-in  of  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  battalion,  1  MR,  and  the  Field  Batteries. 

3  RAR  then  deployed  UEST  into  AO  MAIILY.  On  two  occasions 
during  the  afternoon  enemy  in  small  groups  were  seen  and 
engaged  without  result. 

(2)  Night  12/13  May  68.  Soverol  times  during  the  night  enemy 
were  seen  or  heard  in  the  vicinity  of  FSPB  CORAL,  At  0145H 
the  enomy  commenced  firing  RPG  and  mortars  into  the  FSPB.  This 
was  followed  by  a  ground  attack  by  an  cstljiiatod  battalion, 
directed  mainly  at  102  Fd  Bty  and  1  MR  mortar  position,  both  of 
vdiich  were  hold  by  the  enemy  for  a  short  period;  SPOOKY  and 
LFTs  wore  called  to  assist  in  the  defence.  The  attack  was 
reptilsod,  and  the  oneny  broke  contact  tnd  withdrew  at  0800H. 
Sweeps  of  the  area  revealed  the  following  onony  casualties*  52 
NVA  KLA  (BC)  end  1  NVA  PW,  23  small  arms  and  7  crow  served 
weapons  captured.  Our  own  casualties  wore  9  KLA,  28  VJIA,  1 
105mm  HOW  and  2x81  mm  mortars  damaged, 

(3)  13  May  68,  The  occupation  and  development  of  FSPB  CORAL 
continued  with  tlio  arrival  of  HQ  1  ATF  (Main)  and  two  road 
convoys  with  TFMA  pens  and  stocks.  3  MR  established  FSPB  COOGEE 
at  XT8929  and  161  Fd  Bty  moved  to  there  from  FSPB  COML.  At 
0934H  at  XT941309  D  Coy  1  MR  contacted  5  cnaay,  killing  3  and 
capturing  3  AK47s.  At  1600H  at  XT898308  D  Coy  3  MR  engngou  5 
enemy,  with  the  result  1  NVA  KLA  (BC)  and  1  Ml  6  rifle  and  a 
quantity  of  mortar  ammunition,  rice  and  documents  captured.  At 
1925H  B  Coy  3  MR  engaged  3  enemy  at  XT901261  with  no  result, 
and  at  2233H  at  XT897275  A  Coy  3  MR  fired  on  5  enemy,  killing 
one  and  possibly  wounding  another. 

(4)  14  Hay  68. 

(a)  1  MiR  carried  out  patrols  in  the  vicinity  of  FSPB 

COML  and  engaged  small  groups  of  the  oneny  on  six 
occasions.  At  1200H  at  XT924W  12  Pl  were  ambushed  by 
approx  3  enemy  with  the  result  1  AUST  KTA  and  3  AUST  ULA. 

The  enemy  opened  the  contact  by  firing  RPG  arid  then  with¬ 
drew.  Their  position  was  engaged  by  small  arras  fire,  and 
their  withdrawal  route  with  artillery,  with  unknown  result. 
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At  1253H  at  xr942282  5  Pi  aneaged  10  aneny  with  nail  aims 
fire  and  poaalbly  wounded  two.  At  tqsprox  163(%  at  XT945293 
2  Pi  fired  on  a  group  of  approx  13  anny.  The  aneoy 
Imadiataly  broka  Into  two  groupa  and  withdraw*  At  1700H 
at  XT942300  7  PI  ooataeted  9  aneoiy  preauaod  to  be  from  the 
aarller  2  Pi  contact*  and  killed  7  and  captured  2.  They 
also  captured  9  weapona*  including  1  Ml  6*  7  PI  Buffered 
1  KL\  and  1  UIA  aa  a  reault  of  thla  contact*  At  173011  at 
XT942282  a  aection  of  5  Pl/'viaa  onbuahed  by  approx  6  enociy. 

In  the  Initial  contact  the  leading  acout  waa  killed  and 
hla  Ml  6  rifle  waa  captured  before  the  enny  were  forced  to 
wlth^w*  1  other  aoldler  waa  wounded  and  4  NVA  ware 
killed*  At  1800H  on  RFC  round  was  flrod  Into  A  Coy's 
poaitlon  at  Xr940293  with  the  result  2  AUST  WT.\. 

(b)  3  RAR  had  three  contacts  during  the  day*  At  0730H  at 
Zrfi97273*  AMlat  sweeping  the  area  of  the  previous  nlglit's 
contaot,  A  Coy  contacted  2  enecy  and  kUlod  one  of  them* 

In  the  Some  area  at  0900H  A  Coy  contacted  on  unknown  nunber 
of  aneciy*  Ihe  enemy  withdrew  with  unknown  result.  At 
1255H  at  XT898260  5  Pi  fired  on  1  enemy  without  result, 

(5)  15  tfay  68.  At  O340H  at  XT939292  2  Pi  1  RAR  observed  2 
enemy  outside  their  perimeter  and  engoged  them  without  result* 

At  1028H  at  XT901289  7  PI  3  RAR  contacted  3  enmay  with  no  result, 
and  at  1440H  at  XT901282  A  Coy  3  RAR  contacted  and  killed  1 
enemy*  10  pi  1  RAR  found  a  company  slsed  coli^  at  }rr923297  vdiich 
had  been  recently  used* 

(6)  Wight  15/16  May  68*  FSPB  CORAL  received  on  attack  trm  an 
astlnated  regiment  wing  this  night.  At  0230H  the  enemy 
catmancad  a  heavy  mortar  and  RPC  attack  directed  mainly  against 
A  Coy  1  R<\R  and  the  TF  HQ  area*  At  0240H,  under  cover  of  this 
fire,  the  enomy  attacked  A  and  B  Coys  1  RAR  in  battalion 
strath*  The  attack  vas  held  on  the  perimeter.  At  t^prox 
0340H  the  enemy  broke  contact.  Whilst  the  attack  was  In  pro> 
gress  other  contacts  had  occurred  around  the  perimeter*  and  these 
continued  sporadically.  At  0515H  tho  ansBQr  attes^ted  to  thrust 
betwo'jn  A  and  C  Coys  but  was  prevented  1^  mortar  fire*  An 
attack  was  then  mounted  agali^  A*  B  and  C  Coys'  poaltlons  but 
this  was  rtpulsed.  An  attack  was  also  mounted  (Updnst  D  Coy 

at  0610k*  again  of  about  battalion  atrength  srqiported  by  mortars 
and  RFOs*  Ihe  enemy  finally  broke  contaot  and  wlth^sw  at  approx 
0645H*  SP00K7,  LFT  and  ground  attack  aircraft  supportsd  the 
action*  APCe  were  used  for  onmiunltlon  resi^ply  and  for  ooUeotlon 
of  wounded  and  their  transport  to  a  central  medloal/evaouatlon 
point*  Total  own  cosuoltlea  were  5  KL\*  19  AUST  WLA,  and  2  US 
UIA.  Sweeps  conducted  after  lost  U^t  revealed  34  NVA  bodies 
and  Indicated  moro  had  been  carried  away*  One  FW  was  taken*  and 
16  small  ants  and  11  crow  aerved  weapons  ooptured.  Two  enemy 
HMla  ware  eilenced  by  ground  attack  aircraft  but  the  weapons 
were  not  captured. 

(7)  16  May  68.  At  0905H  at  17942293  B  Coy  1  RAR  contacted  and 
klllea  one  enemy  and  captured  on  AK47*  There  were  no  other 
ooatacts  during  the  day. 

(8)  17  May  68. 

(a)  At  1700H  5  Pi  3  RAR  lighted  approx  35  enmay  moving  HE 
along  a  treellne  at  }CT892264.  They  were  out  of  range  of 
email  aims  fire  but  were  ongagsd  with  artillery  and  LFT 
with  tho  result  6  KVA  KIA  (BO)  and  a  further  5  XLA  (Pose). 
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At  1812H  at  XT902280  A  Cojr  3  RAR  contacted  6  aneoy, 
killing  onoi  taking  two  PU,  and  capturing  three 
OZM*  At  at  XT93i>2^  5  Pl  1  RAR  engaged  and  killed 

one  enaiy.  At  ZSijyti  at  £i'900279  A  Coy  3  lUR  fired  on  4 
eneoy  and  a  sweep  at  first  light  on  18  May  68  revealed 
1  NVA  KIA  (BC).  1  RAR  patrols  during  the  day  located 
Bortar  positions  usod  during  the  attacks  on  night  15/16 
May  and  captured  quantities  of  ancmnltlon. 

(b)  Locations  of  the  battalions  on  the  night  17/18  May 

were  at  follows t 

'■  Ijar'  ' 

In  close  perimeter  defence 
of  PBFB  CORAL 


(9)  18-21  Mnv  68.  r"i!ing  this  period  RIF  operations  carried 
out  throughout  the  AO  resulted  in  a  series  of  minor  contacts: 

(a)  At  180630H  at  11898258  4  Pl  3  RAR  contacted  and 
killed  one  enemy.  • 

(b)  At  190745H  at  17899278  1  Pl  3  RAR  engaged  4  enemy 
with  unknown  result. 

(o)  At  201250H  an  OH-13  (SIOUX),  aircraft  of  16l  (Indcp) 
Reooe  lit  received  ground  fire  from  on  HM3  at  XT953322. 

A  oaiiq>  In  the  area  was  subjected  to  airstrike  and  artlUory. 

(d)  At  210825H  at  XT888308  an  APC  of  2  Tp  A  Sqn  3  Cav 
Regt  detonated  a  mine,  wounding  one  soldier  and  severely 
damaging  the  APC. 

(10)  22  May  68.  Between  0205H  and  024®  PSPB  CORAL  received 
mortar  and  RPO  fire.  There  wore  no  casualties  ond  no  domoge  to 
s^tswnt.  C  S  n  1  Arad  Regt  departed  NDI  DAT  for  FSPB  CORALt 
•tsflng  overolght  at  LONG  BINH.  On  Route  2  in  the  vicinity  of 
XS4498  one  Centurion  detonated  a  mine  and  •’stalnrx!  ulnor  tro''" 
and  suspension  damage.  There  were  no  other  contacts  with  the 
enen^. 

(11)  23  May  68.  At  1600H  a  CESSMA-01  (BIRDDOO)  aircraft  of 
161  (Indep)  Recce  Fit  crashed  after  receiving,  ground  fire  In 
the  area  of  XT944194  and  killed  the  pilot.  At  0940H  at  XT929.^04 
D  Coy  1  R\R  fired  vqpon  1  enemy  without  result.  C  Sqn  1  Arad 
Regt  ccfiq>leted  its  move  to  FSPB  CORAL. 

Phase  8.  Operations  in  AO  SURFERS  II  24  May-6  Jun  68. 

(1)  May  68.-  3  RAR  f>h<*.nd.OTed  FSPB  COOGEF  and  moved  by  foot 
and  oir  to  AO  HEWFOitl'  and  establish^  FSPB  RAUCRlL  at  XT9333. 

161  Fd  Bty  moved  by  air  to  FSPB  CORAL.  At  0550H  at  XT920327 
D  Coy  3  RAR  contacted  and  killed  1  enemy  soldier.  .It  0610H  at 
the  some  location  4  VC  fired  upon  D  Coy  wounding  1  Australian 
soldier.  A  sweep  of  the  area  revealed  10  bunkers  that  had  boon 
ooc\q>ied  the  previous  night.  The  leading  elements  of  D  Coy 
were  again  fired  upon  by  a  small  group  of  enemy  at  0927H  and 
one  soldier  wounded.  Neither  of  the  two  D  Coy  soldiers  wore 
evacuated.  At  FSPB  COOGEE  at  0744H  1  enagy  soldier  bearing  a 
CHIEn  HOI  paes  surrendered. 

20 


Bn  HQ  FSPB  COOGEE 
A  Coy  rr9028 
B  Coy  rr3925 
C  Coy  FSPB  COOGEE 
D  Coy  2TG930 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


(2)  25  May  68.  B  Coy  1  RAR  esoortod  2  Tp  C  Sqn  froo  PSPD 
CORAL  to  FSPB  nAI2«R\L.  At.l058il  at  XT932312  tho  loading 
platoon,  6  Pl,  of  B  Coy  oightod  2  onomy  and  ongogod  then  vith 
no  reeult.  At  1132H  at  XT931311  2  onoray  woro  again  fired  upon. 

B  Coy  then  oamo  under  MS  and  RPG  fire  from  an  ostinatod  oneny 
platoon  in  bunkers.  2  Tp  engaged  tho  cneny  positions  vdth 
.otnoieter  and  enabled  tho  group  to  withdraw.  Tho  area  uas 
subjected  to  air  strike  during  the  afternoon,  uncovering  a  number  of 
bunkers.  2  NVA  woro  kLUod  and  1  AK47  captured  during  tho 
contact  and  one  nonber  of  B  Coy  was  evacuated  wounded. 

(3)  26  May  68. 

(a)  FSPB  CORAL  rocoivod  mortar,  75iiin  IIR  and  RPG  fire  from 
041 5H  to  O43OH  with  result  1  AUST  KL'.  and  1  AUST  WL\.  This 
coincided  with  a  ground  attack  against  FSPB  EILHOR-IL. 

(b)  1  R\R.  D  Coy,  accompanied  by  1  Tp  C  Sqn,  carried  out 
HF  to  the  area  of  B  Coy's  contact  on  25  May.  At  1227II  at 
XT93I3IO  10  Pl  contacted  an  unknown  number  of  enemy.  Fire 
support  was  given  by  1  Tp  C  Sqn  and  tho  enemy  broke  contact 
at  I3I5H.  3  MVA  were  killed  during  this  contact.  At  I42OH 
at  rr9303l3  10  Pl  come  irdor  and  S.\  fire,  and  RPGs  ' 
directed  at  the" tanks.  The  enemy  woro  discovered  to  bo  in 
a  well  constructed  bunker  complex  of  approx  coapany  size. 
Before  contact  was  broken  at  approx  1520H  14  bunkers  wore 
destroyed*  Sane  of  these  woro  occupied  but  were  not  coarched 
due  to  lack  of  time.  The  action  roculted  in  3  NVA  KIA  (BC) 
and  a  number  of  email  ams  captured.  At  0025H  at  tho  FSPB 

a  sentry  of  10  pl  engaged  movoi.iont  and  was  wounded  when  the 
enemy  returned  tho  fire  with  a  grenade.  At  XT951291  2  Pl 
found  16  newly  dug  weapon  pits.  15  ::  75nm  RR  spent  casoe 
snd  approx  33  x  60mm  mortar  nose  caps  wore  found  in  the  area* 

(c)  3  R.\R.  At  0145H  FSPB  EALMCRib  received  a  heavy  mortar 
attacic  trem  the  NORTH  and  I  E,  followed  by  a  ground  attack 
Bi^portod  by  RpG  and  TACT  frea  tho  NE.  The  attack  was 
defeated  and  the  oncty  brolco  contact  and  withdrew  at  0500H, 
although  movement  was  heard  cnitoido  tho  perimeter  for  some 
time  after  that.  It  is  estirated  tjiat  a  battalion  group 
was  proBont,  with  tho  actual  attack  baing  carried  out  by  a 
company.  A  subsequeut  m'cep  rcvoalel  6  NVA  KTA  (BC),  3 
crew  Served  weapons  and  quantitioc  of  mortar  and  RPG 
onmunltlon.  A  b-'ce  pl^'  -  petition  ms  found  at  XT936344  with 
approx  100x82mn  nose  cape  in  tho  vic  ")tty.  Own  casunltios 
were  3  IdA  and  I4  WIA,  all  cf  whom  woro  evacuat  1.  During 
the  day  A,  C  and  D  Coys  carried  o'it  RIF  in  tho  area  NORTH 

of  FSPB  BiiuiORAL  wlthf^.tt  co  ntact. 

(4)  27  May  68.  Both  1  RAR  and  3  RAR  continued  patrolling  in 
their  respectlvo  AOs  with  mijior  contact.  At  1200H  at  XT9d5299 
C  Coy  1  RAR  engaged  12  enemy  with  no  result.  While  swoeping 
tho  area  of  this  contact  5  enemy  woro  engaged  with  tho  result 
3  AUST  WIA,  1  NVA  KIA  (DC)  and  1  RPCt  captured.  At  1010H  at 
XT949338  B  Coy  3  RAR  engaged  3  enemy  killing  one  and  possibly 
wounding  another.  At  1325H  at  the  same  location  U  Coy  again 
contacted  3  enemy  and  killed  ct'.e.  At  approx  1350H  at  XT9GG372 
an  OH-1 3  (SIOUX)  helicopter  of  I6I  (Indep)  Recco  Fit  received 
heavy  fire  from  automatic  weapons  although  few  hits  wore 
sustained.  The  area  vns  subject  to  airstriko  which  uncovered 
several  bunkers  and  then  engaged  with  155nn  and  175ran  ortiUory. 
Air  observation  showed  the  area  to  bo  the  site  of  an  enemy  HQ 
with  a  nxmibor  of  lar£o  buildings  and  bu:;’— -j,  many  of  i^ch  woro 
destroyed  or  sever el;  damaged. 
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(5)  28  May  68. 

(a)  FSPB  COR4L  recelvod  a  mortar  and  rocket  attack 
between  0245H  and  0300H  with  the  result  3  US  WIA. 

(b)  1  R\R  continued  RIP  operations.  At  1530H  at  XT969312 
'3  PI  A  Coy  ms  engaged  with  autanatlc  weapons.  The  enemy 
withdrew  with  unknown  casualties  when  fire  was  returned  by 
1  Tp  C  Sqn. 

(o)  At  0230H  FSPB  BAU^ORAL  received  a  mortar  and  RPG  attack 
followed  by  a  ground  attack  from  the  SOUTH,  This  attack 
ceased  at  approx  O310H  and  was  followed  by  movement  and 
attempts  to  cut  the  wire  with  Bangalore  Torpedoes  on  the 
HE.  At  O34OH  a  small  probe  was  made  trca  the  EAST.  All 
movement  had  ceased  by  O5OOH.  SPOOKY  and  LFTs  engaged  the 
enetay  during  the  action,  and  A  Bty  2/35  Arty  (US) 
provided,  from  FSPB  CORAL,  continuous  illumination  from 
05OOH  until  first  light  in  an  attempt  to  prevent  the  enemy 
recovering  his  dead  and  wounded.  It  is  estimated  two 
battalions  participated  in  the  attack.  Own  casualties  were 
1  KIA  and  8  WIA.  Enemy  casualties  were  43  NVA  KIA  (DC), 

12  KIA  (Pose)  6  FW.  20  small  aims,  12  crew  sorW 
weapons  and  quantities  of  ammunition,  and  personal  equipment 
\rare  captured. 

(6)  29  May  68.  Patrolling  continued  without  contact. 

(7)  30  May  68.  C  Coy  1  RAR  carried  out  RIP  to  the  EAST  of 
iSPB  CORAT  and  at  O83OH  at  11963301  they  contacted  an  estimated 
enemy  company.  The  leading  elements  of  the  company  originally 
sighted  and  engaged  3  enemy  and  then  come  under  heavy  fire  from 
a  bunker  complex.  The  area  of  the  remainder  of  the  company  vas 
also  mortared.  7  Pi  then  became  pinned  down  by  small  aims  and 
RPG  fire  whilst  attempting  to  move  to  a  flank.  At  1000H  C  Coy 
was  reinforced  by  1  ^  C  Sqn  and  1  Tp  A  Sqn,  and  an  assault  was 
made  on  the  enemy's  position  enabling  7  Pi  to  withdrew.  At 
1155H  C  Coy  broke  contact  and  withdrew  to  allow  the  area  to  be 
engaged  by  airstrike.  C  Coy  suffered  1  KIA  and  7  WIA  and  had 

1  M60  captured.  Enemy  casualties  were  24  NVA  KIA  (DC)  and  8  KIA 
(Poss).  At  XT967297  a  group  of  enemy  were  observed  moving  in  an 
open  clearing  and  they  were  engaged  with  artillery  with  the 
result  13  enemy  KIA  (poss).  There  was  no  other  contact  with  the 
enemy  during  the  day. 

(8)  31  May  -  6  Jun  68. 

(a)  There  was  only  minor  contact  with  the  enemy  during 
this  period.  On  5  Jun  FSPB  OAIHORAL  was  abandoned  and 

3  RAR  and  104  FVl  Bty  returned  to  NUI  DAT  by  air.  On  6  Jun 
FSPB  C0R.iL  was  also  abandoned  and  units  and  equipment  moved 
to  NUI  DAT  by  road  and  oIto 

(b)  Contacts  during  this  period  weret 

1,  At  31 141  OH  at  Xir'4271  3  Pi  1  R.iR  engaged  and 
killed  1  enemy. 

il.  At  31021(XI  a  number  of  RR  and  Rl^  rounds  fell 
outside  the  perimeter  of  FSPB  CORAL,  When  checking 
this  area  at  0900H  2  Pi  3  RAR  were  engaged  by  3  enemy 
with  automatic  weapons.  Fire  was  returned  and  the 
enemy  withdrew  without  casualties. 
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Ul.  At  31091 1H  at  XT942342  D  Coy  3  RAR  wore  engaged 
by  4  enany  with  RFQ  and  automatic  veapono  with  tho 
roBult  4  ATTST  VIA. 

Iv.  At  311758H  at  XT942354  11  PI  3  ItIR  engaged  5 
enenty  killing  one. 

V.  At  011625H  whilst  conducting  a  clearing  patrol, 

3  Pi  3  RAR  wore  engaged  with  small  arms.  The  area 
of  tho  fire  was  engaged  with  artlllory  and  mortars 
without  result. 

vl.  At  02I2OOH  at  XT945345  D  Coy  3  RiVR  engaged  one 
enany  without  result. 

vU.  At  3CT944350  on  2  Jun  D  Coy  3  RAR  detained  one 
wounded  PW. 

11  •  Administration. 

a.  Qeneral. 

(1)  Operation  TOAN  THAMG  (Phase  1)  saw  the  deployment  of  the 
TFMA  for  the  second  time  to  support  the  combat  elonents  of 
the  Task  Force.  The  lessons  learnt  from  Operation  COBURG  wore 
applied  to  enable  a  generally  smooth  functioning  logistic  system 
to  operate. 

(2)  As  In  COBURG,  1  ALSO  deployed  on  elonent  to  LONG  BINH  and 
"  the  TFMA  split  to  provide  a  detachment  forward. 

(3)  The  Task  Force  logistic  elements  deployed  as  follows: 

(a)  Period  25  Apr  -  13  May  -  BEARaT  (m600). 

(b)  Period  13  May  -  6  Jun  -  FSPB  CORAL  (XT9329>. 

(4)  As  in  Operation  COBURG  there  was  no  change  to  the  system 
of  maintenance  ec^loyed  during  the  complete  operation.  Only  the 
delivery  means  changed  to  meet  the  tactical  reijulromont. 

b.  The  System  Used. 

(1)  From  our  COBURG  experience  the  Fwd  TIM>\  deployed  with  a 
taslc  load  of  stocks  as  an  iiCTcdiato  emergency  reserve.  Units 
carried  three  days  requirements  on  deployment. 

(2)  During  the  first  three  days  stocks  wore  built  :q>  to  allow 
greater  flexibility  as  well  as  the  first  Issues  to  units. 

(3)  Whilst  based  at  BEARCAT  planning  provided  for  daily 
re8\4}ply  to  the  Fwd  TFMA  from  Fwd  ALSG  using  road  transport. 

Gun  annmnltlon  and  large  quantities  of  defence  stores  were,  of 
course,  delivered  direct  to  Fire  Support  Bases. 

(4)  After  deployment  to  FSPB  CORAL  the  delivery  moons  switched 
to  air  resupply  because  of  tho  tactical  and  techniool  problems 
associated  with  keeping  open  a  road  L  of  C  through  previously 
enemy  dominated  territory. 

(5)  Fwd  TPMA  received  In  bulk  and  issued  In  detail  to  units 
their  dally  maintenance  requirements.  In  addition  it  held  tho 
Task  Force  resorvs  of  materiel. 
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(6)  Movement  of  storea  from  unit  echelona  to  uaera  waa 
generally  achieved  ualng  RA.AF  hellcoptora  cdthough,  at  tlmos, 
mortar  onounltlon  una  delivered  direct  frem  Pud  ALSO  vdienevor 
on  eoonamlcal  CH47  aortle  vaa  roqunstod. 

Materiel  and  Servlcea. 

(1)  Rgtlona. 

(a)  During  thla  operatlo.i  both  combat  and  freah  rations 
were  leaued  by  the  Fvd  TFMA.  Generally  the  loglatlc 
plan  waa  for  unite  In  the  field  to  receive  one  fresh  meal 
a  day  '.diilati  as  for  as  possible,  those  units  in  the  base 
area  received  three  fresh  meals  a  day. 

(b)  Itie  above  plan  worked  well  until  the  Task  Force 
deployed  from  B&iRCAT  to  FSPB  CORiM  \dien,  for  operational 
reasons,  It  was  considered  Impracticable  for  the  FSPB 
troops  to  consume  three  meals  a  day.  The  pattern  of 
feeding  was  qulcldy  changed  to  two  combat  and  one  fresh 
mciol  a  day. 

(o)  The  combat  ration  issue  was  generally  based  on  50^ 
Australian  to  50^  American  C  rations.  Thla  policy 
provided  a  degree  of  variety  and  was  In  line  with  stocking 
policy  for  the  theatre.  Towards  the  end  of  the  operation 
there  was  a  surplus  holding  of  Australian  combat  rations 
and  on  Increase  in  the  50%  issue  rate  was  made  in  an 
^attempt  to  reduce  the  backloading  problem. 

(d)  A  central  kitchen  was  used  to  prepare  fresh  meals. 
This  was  unfortunately  on  unsatisfactory  arrangement  and 
os  far  as  possible  in  future  operations  unit  echelons  will 
operate  their  own  kitche  s. 

(o)  One  lesson  learnt  from  this  operation  was  that,  if 
possible,  meals  should  be  prepared  further  to  the  rear 
and  hot  boxed  forward  as  roquired. 

(2)  POJj,  The  requirements  for  POL  varied  greatly  during  the 
operation  depending  on  the  location  of  the  Pwd  TIMV: 

(a)  At  BEARCAT .  A  small  amount  of  POL  products  was 
supplied  from  the  Fw’.  TRIA  but  bulk  MOGAS  and  DIESO  was 
supplied  direct  to  using  units  by  IW  ALSO.  The  main  POL 
presets  supplied  by  the  Fwd  TR'IA  were  KERO  and  seme  oils 
and  greases. 

(b)  At  FSPB  CORAL. 

I.  Bulk  stocks  were  required  In  the  Fwd  TIMA  which 
became  responsible  for  all  Issues  other  than  ICG>1S 
and  OIESO  to  FSPB  BAIMORAL.  This  latter  was  supplied 
In  bulk  direct  hy  Fwd  ALSO. 

II.  Some  problems  occurred  os  a  shortage  of  punps 
devtloped.  There  ore  Insufficient  reserve  POL  punps 
readily  available  In  the  theotre. 

(3)  Ammunition. 

(a)  Small  Arms. 

1.  In  the  Initial  stages,  expenditure  was  light  and 
no  problems  occuzrod. 
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il.  At  CORAL  stocks  ran  dangerously  low  on  one 
occasion.  Hits  occurred  because  the  experience 
gained  on  previous  operations  Indicated  that  the 
reserve  stocks  carried  by  the  TfMA  would  bo  approx¬ 
imately  of  a  battalion's  first  lino.  We  have 
now  amended  this  figure  to  a  casplete  first  lino. 

(b)  Geui  and  Mortar. 

I.  As  far  as  pocslblo  a  usage  rate  was  forecast 
and  amounts  were  delivered  direct  to  gun  or  mortar 
lines. 

II.  The  unexpected  scale  of  contact  meant  Increased 
use  of  the  orosi  demand  principle  and  It  Is  to  the 
credit  of  1  ALSG  that  all  demands  were  rapidly  mot 
and  that  at  no  time  wore  the  Infantry  restricted  In 
the  amount  of  firo  support  on  vMch  they  could  call. 

(4)  Water. 

(a)  At  BEARCAT  there  was  no  problem  as  requirements  wore 
drawn  ttm  existing  American  water  points  and  distributed 
In  either  jerry  -cans  or  water  bottles  by  unit  echelons  to 

users. 

(b)  CORAL  presented  a  difficult  problem  as  no  pemanont 
water  point  was  availa^  o.  Delivery  by  air  was  the  only 
means.  Initially  jerry  cans  wore  used  but  there  was 
Insufficient  stock  available  to  meet  the  Task  Force  needs. 
New  rubber  fuel  bladders  were  successfully  used  to  trans¬ 
port  water  from  LONG  BIHH.  The  rate  of  supply  was  approir* 
imately  3000  gallons  por  day. 

(o)  The  maximum  uso  of  rain  water  \as  made,  most  soldiers 
collecting  enough  to  at  least  have  a  wash.  The  supply  of 
water  by  air  required  five  CH47  sorties  daily; 

(5)  Engineer  Stores. 

(a)  FTom  a  staff  point  of  view  this  was  the  most  difficult 
problem  In  the  logistic  system.  The  Task  Force  had  never 
ojqiexienced  attacks  of  the  size  delivered  by  the  enemy  and 
Initial  forecasts  of  requirements  after  deploying  to  CORAL 
were/  as  a  result,  underestimated. 

(b)  It  was  necessary  to  have  a  stringent  control  system 
for  defence  stores.  Unit  demands  were  approved  by  the 
BAQCj  within  the  priorities  laid  down  by  the  CS02. 

(e)  Problems  of  handling  defence  stores  delivered  by  CH47 
aircraft  become  obvious  as  ground  conditions  d^etorlorated. 
There  la  a  need  for  at  least  one  slso  7  forklift  and  a 
separate  staff  submission  has  been  made.  Two  else  5  fork¬ 
lifts  were  deployed  on  this  operation. 

.(6)  Canteens.  A  detachment  was  eatabllshod  at  FSFB  CORAL. 

Dry  goods  came  from  NUI  OAT  and  beer  and  soda  were  orronged 
from  American  depots  at  LONG  BINH.  This  amenity  Is  recommendqd 
for  future  operations. 
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(7)  Po|t4l.  A  po«t«l  NCO  wa  attaohad  to  tho  Fwd  TnfH  for 
tha  wnola  operation  and  the  quantity  of  mall  handled  was  ouch 
aa  to  make  thla  attaofaoaet  neoaasary. 

(8)  gntetfiqe. 

(a)  Operation  COBUBO  pointed  out  the  need  for  an  ordnanoe 
dataofaMnt  to  be  deployed  with  tha  forward  TPMl.  On  thla 
fir  at  deployment  of  Det  1  OFF*,  too  much  stock  vaa  earned 
and  the  aystem  of  replenlaisaent  via  2  AOO  ma  too  pcr..de\'OU3  „ 

(b)  A  amaller  sized  detachment  with  an  improved  and  faster 
ra^anlahment  system  Is  required.  Such  a  system  Is  being 
triad  on  currant  operations  and  Is  working  satisfactorily. 

(o)  Stocks  held  included  clothing  and  equipment,  weapon 
and  vehicle  spares  and  seme  Items  of  unit  equipment.  There 
la  a  requirement  for  spare  weapons  to  be  held  this  far 
forward  and  these  will  bs  Included  In  Det  1  OFF  acalingo 
when  weapons  are  released  to  1  OFF. 

(9)  Courier  Services. 

(a)  Tha  requirement  for  on  air  courier  service  wu 
established  during  COBORQ  end  was  Instituted  during  this 
operation. 

(b)  Whilst  the  TIMA  was  based  at  BEABCAT  tho  service  was 
provided  by  RAAF  courier.  This  worked  well  primarily 
because  It  was  guaranteed  and  ran  to  a  set  schedule. 

(c)  At  CORAL  an  airstrip  did  not  exist  and  rellanoe  had 
to  be  placed  on  a  daily  CH47  sortie.  No  set  sohadule 
oould  operate  and  backloading  in  particular  was  rather 
haphatard.  This  could  not  bo  avoided  as  tha  Task  Force 
cannot  guarantee  the  availability  of  a  suitable  rotary 

wing  aircraft  with  the  required  passenger/freight  oapablUty. 

(d)  There  Is  still  a  csse  for  a  better  air  movements 
control  system. 

d.  Delivery  Means. 

(1)  Whilst  deployed  in  AOs  SURFT3fS  and  SURFERS  II  the  Task 
Force  was  ocmpletely  reliant  on  air  resupply  from  Fud  ALSO 
at  LCMIG  BINH,  One  road  convoy  did  run  during  the  period. 

(2)  The  greatest  nvonber  of  CK47  sorties  In  any  day  was  32  with 
a  dally  average  of  approxifflately  20  sorties.  This  represents 
malntwance  tonnages  of  a  high  of  approximately  130  tens  daily 
with  an  average  of  about  80  tons.  The  greatest  nunber  of 
sorties  were  taken  up  with  ammunition  of  all  natures. 

e.  ^jnaQ. 

(1)  The  present  maintenance  system  Is  sound  but  relies  on 
aoourate  forecasting  by  both  units  and  the  staff. 

(2)  The  various  handling  agencies  are  cooqietont  and  extremely 
flexible  when  changing  situations  demand  different  methods. 

(3)  This  operation  has  confirmed  the  stock  holding  figures  of 
the  Fwd  TIMA. 
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(4)  TFM/l  ci^clty  is  reduced  when  It  must  Itself  develop  Its 
own  defences*  By  day  additional  labour  was  provided  by  Fud 
ALSG  to  conpensate  for  this  loss  of  capacity. 

12»  Canmander*B  Analysis. 

a.  Operation  TOAN  THANG  (Phase  1)  proved  to  be  relatively  quiet 
during  the  phases  prior  to  1  ATF  deployment  into  AOs  SURFERS  and 
SURFERS  II.  However  it  proved  the  Task  Force  could  bo  quickly 
deployed  at  short  notice  from  one  operational  area  to  another.  This 
was  particularly  notable  in  the  movement  of  FSPBs.  In  all,  the 
Task  Force  occupied  ole-i-en  FSPBs,  during  Operation  TOAN  THANG 
(Phase  1). 

b.  Operations  in  AOs  SURFERS  and  SURFERS  II  introduced  tlie  Task 
Force  into  oper.^.  Lj-o'is  where  for  the  first  time  the  enemy  viQS  met 
in  regimental  strength  and  whore  he  launched  determined  ground 
attacks  against  our  FSPBs.  These  attacks  were  preceded  by  heavy 
and  accurate  mortar,  RCL  and  RTG  fire. 

c.  Sane  of  the  more  significant  points  to  bo  noted  as  a  result 
of  Operation  TOAN  THANG  (Phase  1)  arc: 

(1)  Iftille  the  enemy  possessed  the  capability  of  launching  up 
to  regimental  size  attacks  it  was  necessary  to  plan  operations 
so  that  battalions  were  concentrated  in  a  defensive  position  at 
night  to  ensure  the  security  of  the  force.  At  the  time  of  tho 
extraction  of  1  ATF  to  NUI  HIT  Base  the  situation  had  been 
reached,  due  to  tho  withdrawal  of  tho  major  portion  of  tho  enemy, 
where  company  size  forces  could  have  been  secure  at  night. 

(2)  The  effectiveness  of  tho  tanks  and  APCs  in  RIF  operations 
with  infantry.  On  many  occasions  i.-hcn  contact  was  made, 
against  enemy  in  well  prepared  positions,  the  armour  pl^ed  a 
decisive  role, 

(3)  The  need  for  a  local  defence  cotraandor  of  field,  rank  with 

a  small  headquarters  to  layout,  coordinate  and  ccranand  tho  local 
defence  of  a  large  FSPB  such  as  FSPB  COPAL,  It  is  reconmondod 
that  tho  OC  of  tho  Ca^ulry  Squadron  bo  employed  in  this  role, 
as  he  was  at  FSPB  CORA^ ,  This  proved  successful  because  of  his 
experience,  good  communications  provided  by  the  ACV  and  APCs 
and  tho  ability  of  his  unit,  duo  to  their  mobility  and  fire 
power,  to  quickly  conduct  caontcr  penetration  and  counter  attao!c 
roles. 


d.  Overall  Operation  TOfdl  THANG  proved  a  most  cuocossful  operation 
in  that  the  Task  Force: 


(1)  Interrupted  one  of  the  main  enemy  infiltration  routes  into 
^IGON  and  inflicted  heavy  enemy  casualties. 

(2)  Identified  seven  infiltration  groups,  four  of  which  we 
wore  the  first  to  identify.  Those  four  had  been  in  SVIJ  for 
periods  ranging  from  two  to  fifteen  days. 


Annex:  A.  Enoqy  Losses. 


Enclosures; 


1 .  Map  showing  Phases  1-4. 

2.  Map  showing  Phase  5. 

3.  Map  showing  Phase  6. 

4*  Map  showing  Phases  7-8. 
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SPECIAL  USE  S.E.  ASIA  1:100,000  SHEET  6430 

MAP  MfOmUTION  AS  OF  IMS  AW  IM«  SERIES  L607 


COITION  a -AMS(3»  C  TB  t 

xuat-bAnlan  thO-  a  -  AMS  <aa  ermt 


1.100.000 


■OUNOANICS 
wmOwo  ma  CtO! 


KHOANG  CACH  dSu  VONG  CAO  do. 
20  MET  VA  10  met. 

CAC  VONG  CAO  DO  PHV  TONC:t0  MET  VA  5  MET. 


CONTOUR  INTERVALS-20  AND  10  METERS 

SUPPLEMENTARY  CONTOUR  10  AND  5  METERS. 


CLOSE  INSPECTION  OF  EACH  MAP  SHEET  QUADRANT  IS  REQUIRED  TO  DETERMINE  THE  PROPER  INTERVAl 
Dt  OL’YtT  OINH  KHOAnC  CACH  THICH  OANC.  MOI  PHAN  TV  COA  DVONC  TRON  cOa  BAN  DIA  DO  YEl! 

CaO  SV  KitM  VRA  KT  CANC. 

. EVERCST  emOibAvamk . mvemeet 

OWOMC . UTM  TOMO  l.ttt  MtT:  KHU  MIMH  tlRU  4A 

. 1 .000  METER  UTM:  ZONE  4*  mE  thOmC  CHItu . . . U.TJI. 

. TRANSVERSE  MERCATOR  bTnham$N  CHVAH .  MATBIEMTRVMOflHH  TAJ  HA  rmt 

MEAN  SEA  LEVEL  AT  nAtiEn  mA-thOhc  trAc-cAu chvAm  . h$  th6nc  trAc-cAu Xn-bo mt 

M . INMAN  DATUM  ttSO 


>  IMS  MAGNETIC  MCUNATION  FIOM  TIUE  NOETH  FO« 
aNTfl  OF  THE  SHEET  IS  |10  MIlS)  EASHIl* 

PETER  OORPECTWHS  TO  THIS  MAP  TO  COMHANOINe  OrTICER.  ARMY  MAP  SERVKE.  WASHIM6T0R.  O.t 
xm  cal  mhOho  »v  bCta  »6i  tronc  bAm-rO  mA  r  rXn  nha  bia-dv  quOc  oia.  oAlat.  vifTMAM 

DELINEATION  OF  INTERNAL  ADMINISTRATIVE  BOUNDARIES  IS  AF>PROXIMAT£ 

RANH  GiOi  hAhh  chAnh  trEh  bAhrO  hA  y  chI  phAchoa  vai  TINH  CACH  BAI  CaaHO 


VICtNAMCSC  CNCIISH  COMPARABU 

U  S  UNIt 

Ti««.  KlM  tf  Tinh  ProviNCR  Sitit 

0w|«  Oiltricl  County 

ti  at  IBn|  Villofo  Ttonttiip 

Ab  NoniRt  toMR 

N»ii  ruU  V4I  Ham 

A  fiRh  lOR|  NkARti  c  TirIi  IiIr  HAi 
I  Qh|r  IuAr  l«e  1  Qu|R  ltR|TMRh 
•.  TlMh  PWAc  Tuy  I  Qm|r  Buc  T« 

*  Q«|r  9ic  TM"A  •  Qh|r  Midr  rr|<li 

J.  Q«|r  luy*R  M|c  0  T(rIi  Cw  •»!! 

4.  QmIr  lONg  ll  IB  0«|r  CIr  6»B 
S  Qm»n  Bit  U  I  THArIi  PIm  VftRg  TAu 
t.  OiiNi  Pit,  l■•«c■»lll,l 


WHEN  REFERRING  TO  POPULATED  f>LACE  NAMES  INCLUDE  UTM  GRID  COORDINATES 


CREDITS 

_ 2ITN  ENSR  PR.  U  S.  ARMY.  ISS7 


SEE  AOJOIMNO  sheet  FOR  LEGEND. 


VIETNAM  STOCK  NO.  L607X6430 
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The  following  Items  are  recommended  for  Inclusion  In  the  Lessons  Learned 
Index: 

ITEM  1 

*  SUBJECT  TITLE  _ . 

**  FOR  OT  RD  # 

***PAGE  # 

ITEM  2 

SUBJECT  TITLE 
FOR  OT  RD  # 

PAGE  # 

ITEM  3 

SUBJECT  TITLE 
FOR  OT  RD  # 

PAGE  # 

ITEM  4 

SUBJECT  TITLE 
FOR  OT  RD  # 

PAGE  # 

ITEM  5 

SUBJECT  TITLE 
FOR  OT  RD  y/ 

PAGE  # 

*  Subject  Title:  A  short  (one  sentence  or  phrase)  description  of  the  item 
of  Interest. 

**  FOR  OT  RD  #  :  Appears  In  the  Reply  Reference  line  of  the  Letter  of  Trans¬ 

mittal.  This  number  must  be  accurately  stated. 

***Page  #  :  That  page  on  which  the  item  of  Interest  Is  located. 


FOLD 


OCPANTMCNT  OF  THE  APMV 


POtTAOE  AND  FCCt  PAID 
OCPARTMCNT  OF  THE  ANMV 
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Office  of  the  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for 
Force  Development 
ATTN:  Operational  Reports  Branch 
Headquarters,  Department  of  the  Army 
Washington,  D.C.  20310 


DA  Lab«l  II.  I  APP  *t  pPKViout  kpition*  of  this  laokl  ame  oosolbtk, 
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